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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  TOM KITE 
Thursday, September 29, 2011 
 
MODERATOR:  We're joined this afternoon in the interview room by Tom Kite.   
 

Tom, special memories here at Prestonwood for you with the 61, which is the 
tournament record, but also this is your 1,000th combined PGA TOUR/Champions 

Tour event.  Maybe start us off with a few comments about what you remember about 

your first event, I think it was the '71 Masters, and did you ever think you would get to 
1,000?  

 
TOM KITE:  1,000?  No, golly.  I was wondering if I would get to two when I played 

the first tournament there.  I was an amateur, qualified for the Masters because of my 

finish in the U.S. Amateur, and quite honestly, that was the furthest thing from my 
mind.  My goal was to get on the PGA TOUR and try to become a pretty good player 

out on the TOUR.  
 

You know, the number of events never was a goal or a consideration or anything like 
that, I just wanted to play, and fortunately I've been relatively healthy through the 40 

years or 39 years that I've been out here so I haven't missed many tournaments 

because of some injuries, and so all of a sudden 38 years later, 39 years later, here 
we are and it's 1,000.  

 
As I told a buddy of mine back home when he heard that I was having 1,000, I said 

yeah, I'm just older than dirt.  He said yeah, you're older than dirt but you're not in it 

yet.  I said yeah, that's a good point.  As long as I can stay out of the dirt and stay 
healthy, who knows how many this will get up to. 

 
MODERATOR:  Maybe talk about your game coming into this week. 

 
TOM KITE:  Well, this year's been a very poor year for me.  I've really struggled with 

my ball striking.  I've not hit the ball very well at all, especially off the tee.  I've driven 

it -- statistically I'm short, but mainly I'm short because I've been driving it in the rough 
so much.  I haven't hit nearly as many fairways, and playing out of the rough makes it 

very difficult on any golf course but when you're out here and the guys are going as 
low as they are right now, driving it the way I have this year has proven to be 

unsuccessful.  So we have a couple tournaments to finish up.   
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Obviously some good memories here at Prestonwood as you alluded to, Phil, and a 
golf course that I like very much, and then we play two weeks in Texas.  I haven't 

played the course in San Antonio yet but really like the golf course at The Woodlands 
in Houston, so I'm hoping for a good finish. 

 

MODERATOR:  Eric, can you start us off. 
 

Q.  Talk about this course here, Prestonwood.  You've had pretty good success 
over the years.  Can you talk a little more in detail what you do like about this 
course? 
 

TOM KITE:  Well, it's just a nice, basic golf course.  There's really no bells and 

whistles or anything flashy about it, but you do have to play pretty well.  The scores 
are traditionally fairly low here.  Fairways are generous, greens are very generous, 

very large and this year they're in good shape.  They've redone all the greens now so 
we actually have 18 greens that, you know, because we've been using a composite 

golf course for the last few years, we haven't had 18 greens that looked alike.  This 

year we have 18 greens that look like the kind of go together and the conditioning is 
much better than it's been so I look for some, especially with the weather we're 

forecast to have, some good scores. 
 

Q.  You played today, right? 
 

TOM KITE:  Um-hmm. 

 
Q.  Did you notice the changes in some of the bunkers and the greens? 

 
TOM KITE:  Oh, yeah. 

 

Q.  So it was obvious? 
 

TOM KITE:  Oh, yeah.  You know, our job out here is to know golf courses and our 
recall of golf courses and the subtle things that you learn about a golf course, about 

playing it a couple of times, certainly about playing it a number of years, you 
remember those things.  So when you step on the golf course and something -- it just 

jumps out at you that it's totally different.  You know, to the average player that is not 

as attuned to that, the changes are much more subtle, but they have flattened out the 
greens a significant amount.  They've increased the number of pin placements.  

They've taken a couple of bunkers out and done some things like that.   
 

So for the average player the golf course probably plays a little bit easier.  For us it 

will probably play about the same.  Most of the good players, when they're playing 
well, are not hitting it in the bunkers anyway so it doesn't matter. 
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Q.  Do you like the changes? 

 
TOM KITE:  I guess for the week in/week out, yeah, I think it's a good thing.  You 

know, you're in an area of the country, this middle belt, where you're too far south for 
the northern grasses and you're too far north for the southern grasses.  Bermuda 

doesn't grow very well here on the greens.  Bent doesn't grow very well here.  Kind of 

a damned if you do, damned if you don't.  So to alleviate that, what you have to do is 
have a lot of pin placements and a lot of air circulation around the greens, and you 

have to have fairly sizeable greens and that's what they traditionally had.  They've 
had large greens but they haven't had many pin placements because of the slopes in 

them, so you would have concentrated areas where the grass would be really worn 
down.  In the long run I think conditioning-wise it's going to be a huge benefit to the 

golf course, especially after they get a couple years of maturity in them. 

 
Q.  You'll be able to see all that?  You'll be back? 

 
TOM KITE:  Yeah, hopefully, hopefully.  You never know what's going to happen 

between now and -- between now and the time I walk out of this room, but so far so 

good. 
 

Q.  So it's kind of an interesting situation here at Prestonwood.  We were talking 
about kind of all the changes.  You saw the Learning Center yesterday.  
Dr. Goodnight has really done all of this with his own money.  They don't 
assess any of the members any sort of dues.  It's all just for the benefit of and 
for the good of the membership.  
 
Can you just talk about seeing the Learning Center yesterday and how important it is 

for kids growing up in this area?    
 

TOM KITE:  I mean, yeah, Dr. Goodnight did it out of his own pocket and he's to be 

commended for that, but in the long run it's going to benefit him as well.  When your 
members are happy and they utilize the club and they keep utilizing it and using the 

facilities, well, they're paying for those facilities indirectly.   
 

So yeah, he came out of pocket but it's not like it's not an investment for him.  It's not 
like we need to start sending out sympathy cards because he had a tough week or he 

had to shell out and redo some greens.   

 
But it's nice.  I mean, they've got a great club here with a lot of good golf, fantastic 

clubhouse.  You know, the restaurant that we talked -- or the restaurants, the food 
service here, food and beverage at Prestonwood is second to none.  Adding a 

learning center is just kind of a natural thing that you would want to do.  I don't know 

anything about the swimming and the tennis facilities that they have here, but I would 
imagine they're very good as well.  This is a wonderful country club to be a member 

of.  If you're living here in Raleigh, this would be high on the list of clubs to join, I 
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would think. 

 
Q.  This being your 1,000th on the Champions Tour, it doesn't seem like -- I've 
been around for five years.  It doesn't seem like you're slowing down any as far 
as the time you spend out on the driving range and the time you spend out on 
the putting green.  Can you talk about how important that is just keeping your 
focus? 
 

TOM KITE:  Quite honestly, that's not quite true.  I'm not able to spend as much time 
out there as I used to.  I do love practicing, I still enjoy practicing, I'll do it as much as I 

can, but I'm not able to concentrate for as long a period of time as I used to be able 
to.  You know, I'm in decent shape, and as I said, I've avoided some injuries, so I'm 

not restricted in that regard.  But still, you've got to give your body a chance to 

recover and take care of it.  Mentally is really the main thing.  If I stay out there too 
long I get sloppy, and so I don't practice nearly as much as I used to.  

 
But I'm still trying to compete and there's this endless supply of 50-year old rookies 

that keep coming at you.  It's like a treadmill, it just keeps coming and coming and 

coming.  In this particular case there's no on/off button, it just keeps coming.  So I'm 
going to try to stay on that treadmill as long as I can. 

 
MODERATOR:  Okay, Tom.  Thank you very much.  Good luck this week.   
 


