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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  FRED COUPLES 
Thursday, September 29, 2011 
 
 
Q.  First off, coming to North Carolina second straight year, what keeps 
bringing you back each year? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, first of all, I liked the course last year.  I didn't particularly 

play awesome but I do like it, and I hear it's playing long now because of all the rain 

and the course is wet.  I haven't played much this year so this worked out perfectly.  I 
did miss Rock Barn but I am playing here, and I'm going to play the last three 

tournaments of the year and hopefully get my game in shape. 
 

Q.  You did say that you missed a couple tournaments early with some injuries.  
How are you feeling right about now? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  You know, I feel pretty good.  I haven't played any since Seattle 
and so expectations are -- today's a big day, I need to pay attention, even though it's 

a pro-am, on how I'm hitting it so I'll know where to hit it tomorrow, or where I think I 
can hit it tomorrow.   

 

But I feel pretty good, you know, and if the weather stays like this, I know it's going to 
get cold, we'll have a good week.  And someone's going to win and I just hope to play 

well so I can get going.  I've had a lot of time off.  This Presidents Cup has been a lot 
of fun and I've taken a lot of time off because of it, but it's more fun and golf's 

secondary right now where we're hoping that come November our squad will be 

ready and we'll go over there and win. 
 

Q.  Talk about the Presidents Cup.  It seems like all the so-called experts have 
been critical of the Tiger pick.  Have you had any or a lot of support in that 
pick? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  You know, to be honest with you, not to be flippy, I think it's all 

irrelevant.  You know, the guy in the last 50 years of golf is probably the second best 
player to ever play.  Has he played well the last two years?  No.  I mean, Greg 

Norman chose Adam Scott two years ago in San Francisco and Adam Scott was the 
first guy who called to congratulate him, because was it a little shocking?  Yeah, I 
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guess, but that would have been like me picking Davis Love because he's one of my 

best friends.  I could take some ridicule for that, but to pick Tiger Woods, you know, I 
don't know if you've noticed but I guess their sales are up 300 percent at CordeValle, 

so a lot of people like Tiger Woods and I'm pretty excited about that. 
 

But as far as what he does, you know, someone asked me the other day, What do 

you want him to shoot at CordeValle?  I said, I want him to shoot whatever he shoots.  
November is November.  He's been hurt, he hasn't played much.  He did almost win 

Augusta so the guy can play.  He's very healthy and he's practicing a lot.  That 
doesn't mean he's not rusty, so we've still got plenty of time.  But for me personally, I 

think it's a little crazy.  And my caddie of 20 years, Joe LaCava, is now working for 
him and he's getting picked on for that, so it's all kind of comical to me. 

 

Q.  That's another thing I wanted to ask.  What do you think that that's going to 
bring to Tiger?  How do you think that relationship's going to work for those 
two? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, to answer that in nutshell, Joey left me to go to work for 

Dustin Johnson and Tiger Woods became available.  I don't know of too many 
caddies that would have not wanted that opportunity.  Dustin Johnson's one of the top 

players in the world, Joey had a great time with him.   
 

Getting back to your question, for Joe and I and Tiger, we've spent a lot of time 
together, we played a lot of practice rounds, and they've always got along great.  

Joey picks on Tiger a lot, which not many people do.  I think Tiger likes that.  So 

they'll mesh very well.  They're both sport junkies.  And, you know, Steve Williams 
meshed with Tiger incredibly well.  I think anyone can that knows how to win.  It's not 

like Joey and I won a hundred tournaments but we won enough, and Joe's caddied 
for other guys who have won, so what he brings to the table is he knows Tiger's 

game, I think that's pretty simple, and it's a nice, fresh start for Tiger to have Joey and 

I think they'll do very well.  
 

Q.  Thank you for your time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


