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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  YANI TSENG 
Friday, September 9, 2011 
 
 
Q.  Nice round of 5-under today, you played well.  What was working really well 
for you out there?  
 

YANI TSENG:  You know, I was really patient today and I had a great group.  Always 

fighting so hard, so it was really nice out there and I'm very enjoyed, beautiful weather 
today. 

 
Q.  On 18 we saw that second shot in.  Can you describe that hole and what you 
hit? 
 

YANI TSENG:  I hit a perfect drive and second shot, I just tell myself let's focus on 

this, and I had a 19-degree and hit to six-footer and made putt for eagle. 
 

Q.  Were you aware at that time -- I mean, you took the outright lead by making 
that putt.  Are you aware in situations like that? 

 

YANI TSENG:  I know I was pretty close so it's okay because only first day, so it's 
really good.  I'm proud of myself.  I didn't play quite good, I hit lot of push shots today 

but I hung in there and had a good finish. 
 

Q.  You're defending champion here.  Do you have good memories when you 
come out here? 

 

YANI TSENG:  Oh, that's for sure, I mean, especially on 18th hole, what a big crowd 
there (inaudible) my shot on 18 so I was really, really happy. 

 
Q.  You talked about your approach shot on 18.  What club did you use? 

 

YANI TSENG:  19-degree. 
 

Q.  And when you hit it, just talk about the approach of looking at it.  I mean, 
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when you hit it, did you know it was going to be close? 

 
YANI TSENG:  I know it was going to be really close, yeah. 

 
Q.  And the putt, kind of talk me through the putt, what you saw.  How did it 
read? 

 
YANI TSENG:  It was a little left to right. 

 
Q.  It was a downhill putt, though? 

 
YANI TSENG:  Yeah, downhill putt.  So I didn't think about -- I just think let's make 

this and hit it in the spot I want to hit it, just perfect. 

 
Q.  You have a chance to be at least tied for the lead in tomorrow's round.  What 
does that feel like after you do so well in the first round, especially in a 
tournament where you say you always feel very comfortable at here? 

 

YANI TSENG:  Yeah, I feel very comfortable because nobody -- I got off like a slow 
start for the tournament but today I played good, I'm in very good position and I still 

have two days, but I'm very looking forward. 
 

Q.  Was there one hole where you felt it kind of turned your game around 
today? 

 

YANI TSENG:  I think on the par 5.  On what hole was the par 5 on the back?  14 or 
15. 

 
Q.  14 or 15, okay. 
 

YANI TSENG:  14, because I had been hitting like three, four shot push to the right 
and on 14 I hit a great shot to like two feet, three feet and I made birdie.  I think that's 

kind of a turning point. 
 

Q.  How much of a mental boost was that hole in going into the rest of the 
round? 

 

YANI TSENG:  I feel very comfortable, confident after that hole I was hitting my shot 
straighter than I saw it because I kind of work on my swing a little bit.  And my caddie 

keep told me, your swing's good, don't think too much, so that helps a lot, too. 
 

Q.  How much does it help your confidence?  Defending champion, number one 
player in the world, struggled today, but you still get 5-under and then you 
make an eagle on the 18th just to let everyone sleep on that.  Is that like a huge 
confidence boost for you? 
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YANI TSENG:  Yeah, I think so.  I kind of just very enjoyed.  The first round, I don't 
think much, I really enjoyed playing with Suzann and enjoyed playing with Ryann and 

all the TV guy was funny and like Gary was funny, supporting us.  So get a good 
crowd for 18 holes so that make me very exciting to be here.  And especially on 17, 

like people announce, oh, defending champion, and that was very nice, very sweet of 

them. 
 

Q.  You teed off in the afternoon today, tomorrow you're going to have a 
morning tee-off.  How much does that change your game?  Do you like in the 
morning?  Do you like the afternoon? 
 

YANI TSENG:  No, I think tomorrow morning probably just going to be a little chilly, 

but it's going to start warming up really good.  So no, I don't think that too much. 
 

Q.  So you didn't come out here with any special plans to kind of post a low 
number early and let everyone know it's going to be hard to knock you off? 

 

YANI TSENG:  No, I don't think that far. 
 

Q.  Intimidation factor? 
 

YANI TSENG:  I don't think that far.  I kind of just keep focused on every hole and 
keep to myself to focus on every shot.  It doesn't matter, don't care about too much 

about what the other people is playing, just try to play my own game. 

 
Q:  Thank you, Yani. 
 
 


