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MODERATOR:  All right.  We would like to welcome Morgan Pressel into the 
interview room.  Congratulations on your 3-under round today. 

 

MORGAN PRESSEL:  Thanks. 
 

MODERATOR:  Can you take me through, I know you got off to a good start and then 
it kind of slowed down for a little bit and then you had a great stretch of three birdies 

in five holes.  What was working well for you during that stretch?  

 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  Yeah, well, I worked really hard on my golf swing the last 

couple weeks, I guess the last week in particular, and it's something that I've really 
been struggling with.  I played very poorly in Portland, scored okay but didn't play well 

in Canada, and I finally felt like I had control over my golf ball again today, which was 
a nice change.  And so today I can say that 3-under was the absolute worst I could 

have shot because I missed a lot of birdie opportunities but I gave myself chances on 

every hole and it was definitely nice to see for a change.  The few birdies that I made 
there in the middle, I just ended up making a couple putts, that was just really the 

difference. 
 

MODERATOR:  Talking to the other players, they were talking about some of the pins 

were tucked in, it wasn't exactly easy-easy scoring conditions today.  How did you 
find it out there today?  

 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  Yeah, the pins were certainly three, four, five off edges and 

almost on little knobs in the middle of greens, and the greens definitely have a lot of 
shelves so you have to be pretty accurate with your approach shots and make sure 

you're in the right area; otherwise, you could have quite a long 40-, 50-foot approach 

putt.   
 

But I think the other part is out there, it's not -- it's not a gale wind but it's a little 
breezy and it's almost swirling so you could stand on a tee of, you know, the par 3 
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over water and you're like, well, is it out of the left or is it into or is it -- and you're not 

quite sure and it makes it a little difficult to pull pins and get it close, pull clubs. 
 

MODERATOR:  Questions for Morgan?  
 

Q.  Morgan, last year you opened up with a 66, today you came up with 68; last 
year second day kind of fell off to a 72.  
 

MORGAN PRESSEL:  Thank you for reminding it. 
 

MODERATOR:  Appreciate it.  What will you do to guard against that for tomorrow? 
 

MORGAN PRESSEL:  Well, it's a totally different golf course, totally different year.  

The course is playing definitely different than it was last year and I'm not really 
thinking about last year.  I'm thinking about getting off to a good start tomorrow and 

keeping the pressure on the entire round and keep making putts.  If I hit it like I did 
today, I'm bound to make a few more putts and play even better. 

 

Q.  What is the difference in starting in the morning times and afternoon times?  
Is there a big difference?  Is the course a lot different in the afternoon than it is 
in the morning? 
 

MORGAN PRESSEL:  Well, the only thing is, one, the greens are a little bit less 
bumpy as less people have walked over them so they're a little fresher, maybe a 

touch more receptive, and as the wind picks up in the afternoon, as it's pretty calm in 

the morning, but it does dry out the greens and make it a little bit firmer out there and 
probably a little bit more difficult.  That's probably the biggest change. 

 
Q.  Will the greens be faster in the afternoon than they would be in the 
morning? 

 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  No, they'll probably get a little bit slower.  It's the type of grass 

that does grow a little bit.  It won't brown them out, it won't dry them out to the point 
where they're slower, it will just dry them out to the point where the ball will rocket off 

the green a little faster. 
 

Q.  Usually a golfer who leaves some birdies out there might be a little upset.  Is 
it encouraging to you that your golf game seems to be coming around, all that 
work you've done on it, so the 3-under that could have been better actually 
calls for optimism? 
 

MORGAN PRESSEL:  Very much so, very much so.  Normally I would be, you know, 

frustrated that I did leave a lot of birdies out there.  And I'm not thrilled, I'm not 
jumping up and down, but I am -- part of me is definitely very excited that I feel like 

I've found some sort of a golf game heading into the very big part of the season.  You 
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know, this is a very important event next week and then following, Solheim.  I don't 

want to let my teammates down so I'm happy that I found a little bit of a game. 
 

Q.  Have you putted well this year?  Today was an anomaly with your putting? 
 

MORGAN PRESSEL:  I mean, I think any player goes through good stretches and 

bad stretches.  I feel like at least today I was hitting good putts.  I don't feel like I was 
hitting necessarily poor putts, which is probably what I would struggle with the most.  I 

felt like I was really hitting good putts and lipping out or just missing or it hit a bump.  
So I'm not too bothered by it and hope tomorrow I can get out there and make some 

more. 
 

Q.  During your stretch of three birdies in five holes, was there any one shot 
that maybe got you going?  Do you remember, was there a putt or anything that 
really kind of -- 
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  Yeah, I made a really good putt on 18 after not hitting such a 

great approach shot.  It was probably 12 feet, 12, 15 feet, and having missed just 

about everything all day, that was a bonus.  And then I missed a relatively short birdie 
putt on 2 and then hit it to about three feet on 3, which then kind of got me going, 

2-under par for the round, right back in there.  
 

Q.  When you make a putt like that, are you kind of a momentum player so that 
when you make a putt like that, the holes after that, I mean, you kind of start to 
feel it and that momentum starts to build? 

 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  Well, it was definitely a confidence builder.  Making putts is 

definitely more of a confidence builder than missing putts, so anytime you can sneak 
one in there and try and play on it for the next few holes, I felt like I got my routine 

back and was comfortable over the ball. 

 
Q.  And you had also mentioned about working on your swing really hard the 
last week or so.  What is it specifically that you've been working on with your 
swing? 

 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  Just trying to be a little bit flatter through the golf swing, it had 

gotten really steep, and trying to keep the club in front of my body, which it tends to 

get a little bit stuck behind me.  It's very complicated.  I can show you step by step 
everything that I'm thinking about in my golf swing, but the amazing part is most of the 

time it works.  It's just really trying to get through the ball better and shallow the club a 
little bit. 

 

MODERATOR:  Thank you very much. 
 

MORGAN PRESSEL:  Thank you. 


