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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  STACY LEWIS 
Friday, September 9, 2011 
 
MODERATOR:  We would like to welcome one of our current leaders, Stacy 
Lewis, into the interview room.  Congratulations on your 5-under round 
today.  It's always exciting to shoot good rounds, but when you get to do it 
at home with the crowd supporting you like they did on 17 and 18, tell me a 
little bit about what the day was like.  
  
STACY LEWIS:  Well, it started out great on the first tee.  I was so nervous on 
the first tee, I'm like, you want to play well I think early on I was kind of forcing 
things, just really wanted to play well and kind of forcing putts to go in and I just 
had to stay patient and relaxed.  The two birdies that I did on 17 and 18, I mean, 
it was just unbelievable.  I mean, the fact that people would be here and support 
you, but I think we had everybody on the golf course on those two holes and it's 
unreal. 
 
MODERATOR:  We had talked about hearing the Hog call on 17, but here it 
was on 17 and 18 when you walked up, that had to be a pretty cool 
moment. 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I expected 17 and they were actually a little disorganized 
there so they had to get it together, but on 18 there the stands were packed, just 
for everybody to hang out all day and be here at the end.  I mean, normally 
toward the end of the day we get crowds sort of dwindling a little bit.  So 
everybody hung around and it was -- I mean, I don't know, you can't get the smile 
off my face right now. 
 
MODERATOR:  We talked about how well you played at the Canadian 
Women's Open and how well you've been playing of late.  Did you feel like 
that carried over into your round today, that you're feeling pretty good 
about your golf game? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, just like I've been all year, I've just been riding it.  I've 
been hitting good shots and making putts.  I don't know, I was just frustrated 
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early on, I had a lot of putts lip out, and just really hung in there and just really 
proud of the finish. 
 
MODERATOR:  Questions? 
 
Q. Stacy, I know it's one thing to play well the first round, but to have a 
putt to be tied for the lead going into the second round, how much better 
does that feel? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  I mean, it's the first round, but it definitely helps you sleep a little 
better.  It's early.  I try not to think about the lead and the win and all that kind of 
stuff, but I more wanted to make it just to get the reaction and just for all the 
people there that waited all day and it was perfect. 
 
Q. Certainly a good round today, but how do you go into tomorrow and 
not have a letdown? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Well, we tee off in the morning again.  I kind of like that so I can 
keep the momentum going.  People are going to shoot low numbers.  You've got 
to go out there and make some birdies and try to follow it up again.  
 
Q. You started the round with a lot of pars, but then you started kind of 
on a birdie streak.  What changed?  Was it a certain hole?  What changed in 
today's round? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  I don't know.  I think kind of midway through the back nine I 
started hitting some iron shots closer. I had some opportunities early but they just 
really weren't that good of putts.  And I don't know, that's just the staying patient 
part.  And probably 15, making the putt there just really kind of gave me 
confidence with my stroke and helped me to make those last two. 
 
Q. Do you pay attention to the leaderboard during your round?  Did you 
know where you were at on the 18th and knew if you birdied you'd be right 
up top? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I knew -- I think the last time I saw, when I made the 
birdie on 17 and go to four, I kind of thought I was tied for the lead or I didn't 
really know.  I was just standing there on 18, I looked over, just kind of looking 
down and I kind of barely caught Yani out of the corner of my eye, that she had 
made eagle there, but anytime you're atop the leaderboard, whether it's first 
round or last round, it's a good spot. 
 
Q. Talk about how much pressure you felt early in the first round, is that 
going to help you deal with it because it's going to be even more pressure 
now in the second round with you tied with Yani? 
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STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I was walking up 18 there and I was pretty exhausted.  I 
mean, I can just feel it in the people, they want the putts to go in, they want the 
shots close, and I have to kind of take a step back and kind of relax a little bit.  I 
think I told myself on one of those last two putts, you're here by yourself, there's 
nobody else here, you're on the putting green just trying to make these putts.  I 
mean, that's what I'm going to try to do but I know if I'm near the lead towards the 
end, I'm definitely going to have the advantage. 
 
Q. Is it going to be easier to deal with it tomorrow after you've dealt with 
it today? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I was really kind of surprised at the way I handled it 
because I was pretty nervous coming down there towards the end.  It's more -- 
it's more just not wanting to disappoint the people.  I know that I'm not going to 
disappoint anybody because they love me here, but I just really want to play well 
so bad, it almost makes me nervous. 
 
Q. Can you just talk a little bit how fun it is when you think about you 
and Yani are tied for the lead, number one player in the world, that's where 
you want to be, just being tied with the best going into tomorrow? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I mean, I've played with Yani so much and I've tried to 
learn from her and picked up little things about how she prepares and how she 
plays certain shots and holes.  Anytime you're playing with the number one 
player in the world, you're doing the right thing. 
 
Q. This year you've already won a major championship.  How much do 
you attribute the experience of going through that and holding onto a lead 
and actually winning to something like this, going through this tournament 
where you said you put a lot of pressure on yourself because it's kind of a 
hometown type of thing? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, because at the Kraft, that final round, everybody -- Yani 
was defending champion, everybody was really kind of pulling for her so I was 
the underdog there, so it's kind of a little different spot.  I'm going to have the 
spotlight.  It's going to be good for me getting ready for Solheim.  I've just got to 
continue to learn how to deal with it, but I was kind of pleasantly surprised with 
how it went today. 
 
Q. Stacy, what do you think, you know, obviously with the Kraft it was 
you and Yani, you've been obviously with her before.  What do you think 
when you see that you two are up there on the leaderboard?  Do you kind 
of feel like a little bit of a rivalry starting to emerge to an extent? 
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STACY LEWIS:  I would hope so.  I mean, I'd love to be a rival with her.  She's a 
great player and she's a great person, too.  I mean, we had a great time those 
last couple days at the Kraft, so I'd love to be playing with her on Sunday. 
 
Q. This is just a little bit off topic, but as a former Arkansas athlete, 
what do you think this tournament does for the Arkansas golf program? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I mean, it's huge.  I don't think there's another program in 
the country that if the number one player on the team's having a good year, they 
can get an exemption into an LPGA event.  There's no other place like it.  And 
they can play in the Monday qualifier.  I mean, it's a huge recruiting tool more 
than anything.  The girls get to come out and watch people play and see how 
they -- see how me and other players, how they manage their games and I think 
that's invaluable. 
 
MODERATOR:  Any more questions?  Thank you very much. 
 
STACY LEWIS:  All right. 


