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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   MICHELLE WIE 
Thursday, September 8, 2011 
 
 
MODERATOR:  We would like to welcome Michelle Wie into the interview room.  
Thanks for joining us today.   

 

First off, I have to ask about the hair.  You dyed it red.  Kind of what's the reasoning, 
what made you decide to make a change?  

 
MICHELLE WIE:  I mean, I wanted to go red for a while, kind of wanted to change it 

up a little bit.  Haven't done anything drastic to my hair for a long time.  I didn't want to 

cut it, so I guess dyeing was the way to go. 
 

MODERATOR:  All right.  Back to golf, I guess.  Coming off the last tournament in 
Canada, you played really well, came very close to winning again.   

 
What's been the difference in your game lately and how confident are you with your 

game coming into this week?  

 
MICHELLE WIE:  I keep working on it, keep working on it.  You know, it's a work in 

progress.  Some weeks I don't play as well as I want to but I just keep working at it, 
trying to get better and better every week.  I feel like I'm on a stage where hopefully I 

can play a little more consistently or try to play a little more consistently.  Every week 

is a new week so I'm very excited to play this week again. 
 

MODERATOR:  Two tournaments that you guys have now leading up to Solheim 
Cup.  Is this a good time to work on your game and see how it's going, I guess, 

heading into that big event?  
 

MICHELLE WIE:  Yeah, for sure.  Yeah, I'm very excited to play Solheim overseas.  

It's my first time for me so I'm very excited, I think the crowds are very excited to see 
the U.S. team and the European team.  It's pretty cool when they announced us 

today, or the starter announced us today, you know, a member of the U.S. Solheim 
Cup team, it's always a good thing to hear and it gets, I think, everyone kind of riled 
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up. 

 
MODERATOR:  We talked to Juli Inkster, she was in here earlier today, but she 

talked about how it's a young team but it seems like a really fired-up team. 
 

Are you excited about the group that you guys have to go over there?  

 
MICHELLE WIE:  For sure, I think we have a great team.  I'm very excited about 

playing with everyone.  It's pretty similar to last year's, but at the same time there's a 
couple of new players and they've been fitting in very nicely.  And obviously playing 

under Rosie, who I think we all know is a very fiery one.  You can see in her past 
Solheims that she was always very riled up, so I think it's going to be great to feed off 

of that energy.  

 
MODERATOR:  Questions for Michelle?  

 
Q.  Hi, Michelle.  How are you?  Last year you obviously played very well, you 
were in contention in the final round.  What did you like about this tournament 
last year?  You were coming off your win in Canada.  Was that just a good time 
for you and do you feel like you can do that again this week? 

 
MICHELLE WIE:  Hopefully.  I think it's a very good golf course, they lengthened two 

of the holes making it a little bit harder, but it's always great conditions here, great 
fans.  This year, great weather so far, so I think it's always a great place to come back 

to.  The fans are very excited to see us, they get very riled up.  It's a good course and 

a good field, I'm looking forward to it. 
 

Q.  You've had two career wins so far but you haven't won a tournament in the 
United States yet.  
 

MICHELLE WIE:  Yeah. 
 

Q.  Is that something that's important to you?  Do you ever think about that? 
 

MICHELLE WIE:  Yeah, for sure.  It's not something I can force.  There's a lot of 
players in the field, it's a long four days.  I have to just kind of do my thing.  

 

Q.  Heading into the Solheim Cup, what do you feel good about with your game 
and what are some areas that you're still working on in the last weeks leading 
up to play? 
 

MICHELLE WIE:  I'm just so excited to go over there and represent my country and 

be a part of a team atmosphere again.  I think we got a little taste of it.  We had a little 
practice session in Canada and it was fun.  It was fun to see everyone back together.  

We're playing alternate shot and everything, so I'm just very excited to be in that 
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atmosphere again, representing my country.   

 
I think obviously we all have a lot to work on before the Solheim Cup, but like I said, 

there's really nothing you can force or do anything that differently.  I'm just working on 
my game every day and hopefully it gets better. 

 

Q.  What do you feel like the team's strength is going to be? 
 

MICHELLE WIE:  You know, I'm not really sure.  I think maybe the fact that we've all 
almost played a round with each other before.  We kind of all mesh together.  I think 

we have a lot of personalities on the team, which is very evident, but at the same time 
we all work very well together.  I mean, it was very evident in a practice session that 

we all got along very well and we all worked well together. 

 
Q.  Is that a very important thing, team chemistry, maybe more so than anything 
else? 
 

MICHELLE WIE:  Yeah, for sure.  When you're out there, especially overseas, all you 

have is your team members, all you have is your family, your captains and each 
other, so the fact that we all get along is very important. 

 
Q.  The long putter, talk about that a little bit.  
 
MICHELLE WIE:  You know, it's been in my bag for like a month or so and it's just 

something that I've been, you know, trying out, like it so far, and just going to keep 

working on it.   
 

MODERATOR:  Any more questions for Michelle?  Thanks.  
 

MICHELLE WIE:  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


