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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   JULI INKSTER 
Thursday, September 8, 2011 
 
 
MODERATOR:  We'd like to welcome Juli Inkster into the interview room.  Thanks for 
joining us today.  I know all the talk is heading up to the Solheim Cup.   

 

How excited are you about the team that you have and your role being two things, 
being a player and a captain?  

 
JULI INKSTER:  I'm excited.  I think the team's excited.  They're a very young team, 

besides me, but they've got a lot of heart, a lot of spunk.  They're not afraid to go over 

there and play.  You know, they know they're going to be the underdogs over there, 
maybe not on paper but, as you know, no team wins on paper.  So it's going to be 

interesting.  It's going to be -- we've got three rookies, we have two or three others 
that never played overseas before, so it's going to be different but I like our team. 

 
MODERATOR:  How different has it been in these few weeks, the players coming up 

and talking to you not just as a teammate but as an assistant captain who might know 

a little bit more of what's going on with the pairings or how things might set up?  
 

JULI INKSTER:  Yeah, it's definitely a different role.  I've kind of gone this last year 
and a half thinking I wasn't going to be playing and all of a sudden I am playing.  I'm 

going to be more involved -- right now I'm more involved in the player -- personnel, 

player, if they have any questions about pairings or any questions about media or 
anything like that, I'm kind of handling that aspect of it.   

 
You know, those girls, even though they're young, they get it, they know what they 

have to do.  It's a long week.  You don't have a lot of free time so you've got to get 
your rest.  They know how to handle that.  I'm just there to just make sure that 

everything kind of runs smooth.  

 
MODERATOR:  There's two tournaments this week and next leading up to Solheim.  

Is there anything different about those weeks leading up to it?  I know everyone's 
playing.  Is it nice to have tournaments leading up --  
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JULI INKSTER:  Yeah, I think it is.  You get kind of in a player's mode.  But I think 
really the big thing is when you walk into your room, you see your USA bag there and 

all your USA gear, and that's when it really hits you that you're on the Solheim team 
and everybody starts really getting fired up. 

 

Q.  Juli, would this being the 10th anniversary of 9/11, do you feel any 
heightened sense of American pride in the Solheim Cup?   
 
JULI INKSTER:  You know, I think it's always there.  I don't know, it is always with 

me.  Anytime you can represent the United States in anything, it's such a thrill and 
honor.  You know, what we do is nothing compared to, you know, what our services 

do, our armed services do, but just knowing that maybe we can bring a little joy and a 

little bit of firepower and fun to it is just a small part.  If it helps out, that's great. 
 

Q.  When you do your pairings for the Solheim Cup, do you feel like you'll get 
any, quote unquote, advice from some of the players on who they should meet? 

 

JULI INKSTER:  Yeah, I mean, you always -- are you kidding?  With this team, they 
tell you exactly what they want to do.  But that's a good thing about being an assistant 

captain, you can just say uh-uh. 
 

Q.  Do they ever (inaudible) your opinion?  
 

JULI INKSTER:  No, no, because they know that their job is to play and our job is to 

put them out there where they're going to shine the most.   
 

We've had two or three practice rounds where we've put people together and we've 
never had anybody say, you know, I don't want to play with her or I don't want to do 

that.  I mean, really I think that's the beauty of our team.  Everybody's pretty really 

interchangeable; we can put really anybody with anybody.  Everybody gets along, 
even though it's really a diversified group, we really can put anybody with anybody 

and their games would probably match up. 
 

Q.  What do you feel like the team strength is going to be? 
 

JULI INKSTER:  I think it's heart.  We've got a lot of young, fiery kids that love to play 

golf and love to compete.  That's going to be our edge. 
 

Q.  Besides playing, do you like the aspect of being, you know, a co-captain 
and kind of making those decisions? 

 

JULI INKSTER:  Yeah, I mean, Rosie -- as you guys all know Rosie, Rosie's going to 
do what Rosie's going to do.  She runs it past us, but the bottom line is it's her 

captaincy, it's her team and she's going to do what she wants to do, but she definitely 
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asks us for feedback, and she asks the players, too, and I think that's great. 

 
Q.  Switching gears and kind of talking about this week, last year in this event 
you played very well leading all the way up to the final round.  Just talk about 
this year's event.  How do you feel going into this week? 

 

JULI INKSTER:  I love this golf course, I love the event.  You know, the crowds are 
always good out here.  It's the kind of a golf course I kind of play at, country club type 

golf course, so I'm looking forward to it.  I had a couple weeks off, worked on my 
game so hopefully I'll come out good. 

 
Q.  What specifically do you like about this course?  It's been kind of funny.  We 
talked to Yani, she says the course is playing a little longer.  Morgan says it's 
playing a little shorter.   
 

How do you feel it's playing?  
 

JULI INKSTER:  There's two extremes.  I don't think there's a course out here that 

plays long for Yani, that's for sure.  Well, the par 3s are definitely playing longer.  
They moved number 11 back.  It seems like number 5 is playing longer than last year.  

The par 5s, they seem to be playing just a tad bit longer.  But the course is in good 
shape, the greens roll great, so you can fire at the pins and they hold, so that's kind of 

what I like about it. 
 

Q.  You said you've been working on your game? 

 
JULI INKSTER:  Yeah. 

 
Q.  What specifically did you work on and what do you like about your game 
right?   
 
JULI INKSTER:  I've kind of been struggling with consistency in my swing.  I mean, 

I'll play 13, 14 holes good and I'll play the other four like where do those shots come 
from?  So I kind of changed my finish a little bit, getting a little more left, so I've been 

working trying to get a little more of a draw on my swing instead of a little more of a 
fade. 

 

Q.  You're a little bit more of a veteran on Tour.  When you see a player like 
Yani, she's only 22 and she's won five majors, what goes through your head 
when you see somebody like that that's just had so much success early on in 
her career?  
 

JULI INKSTER:  Well, the thing about Yani which I like is she wants to be the best.  A 
lot of people -- a lot of players are good but they don't really want to be the best.  She 

wants to be the best.  She works really hard on her game.  She keeps trying to 
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improve.  You can't -- I mean, I don't think you can really teach length.  She bombs 

the ball so that makes up for a lot of shortcomings, so she's going to be around for a 
while. 

 
MODERATOR:  Any more questions for Juli?  Thanks very much. 

 

JULI INKSTER:  Okay, thank you.   
 
 
 
 
 
 


