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MODERATOR:  All right.  We'd like to welcome Rolex Rankings Number 1 Yani 
Tseng into the interview room.  Thanks for joining us today. 

 

YANI TSENG:  Thank you. 
 

MODERATOR:  First off, talk about how it is to be back here, defending champion.  Is 
it exciting to be back at this golf course and this tournament?  

 

YANI TSENG:  Yeah, it's very exciting to be back here.  I played 18 holes today and 
course played much longer than the last year.  The green was pretty firm, the green 

was fast, so it was very exciting week and very challenged.  And I had a week off last 
week and finally I can take a rest a little bit so I feel fresh right now. 

 
MODERATOR:  Talk about this season in general.  You won two major tournaments, 

you've now become the youngest player in golf history to win five major titles.  What's 

it been like kind of finally getting that recognition, getting that number one spot in the 
world and playing as well as you have.  

 
YANI TSENG:  Yeah, that sounds very good.  I've been -- this year my goal is to 

become number one and I did it.  I never thought I'd win two majors this year and now 

just it's very -- it's incredible.  I just feel like oh, I'm living the dream and this is how -- 
why we work so hard and we want to achieve our goals.   

 
But I feel like I still have a long way to go.  I still have a lot more years I need to play 

and I still need to work hard and then lots of things I need to learn.  So I still have lots 
of a goal I can achieve.   

 

I don't feel any pressure, it's very fun to be here, to be at the tournament, to be -- the 
people pay attention and I feel very excited that more people recognize me and more 

people are coming to support me, watch me play on the golf course and that made 
me feel like (inaudible) sometimes and more exciting for the tournament. 
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MODERATOR:  How different is that for you from a year ago in terms of people 
recognizing you?  I mean, you were talented and winning quite a bit last year, but now 

it seems like your profile at least in the golf world has risen even more.  
 

YANI TSENG:  Yeah, I was really surprised not many people come out to watch me 

play, but now sometime I play like with another good player and I was like, Is that 
really that much people watch me?  I always feel like they're watching the other 

player.   
 

But now this year I do feel like they're watching me play so I feel very appreciative I 
go there and they're supporting and they're encouraged, so it's really nice to be out 

there. 

 
MODERATOR:  Questions for Yani? 

 
Q.  Yani, what do you attribute your success to this year?  I mean, if you look 
around you at the other players, are you doing anything differently than they're 
doing? 
 

YANI TSENG:  I think I just smile more and I have a good attitude this year because 
before, maybe when I hit a bad shot, I was -- I couldn't forget that quick.  But now, 

even when I hit a bad shot, I can return back and hit a good shot next one, and if I tell 
myself to be chin up, I can do it.  If I tell myself to do something positive right now, I 

can do that.   

 
But before I always say I can do it, I can do it, but I always still thinking negative 

things.  So this year the things I tell myself when I feel I can do better, and those 
things I learn from mistakes, I learn from all the tournament I have in front of the other 

player and in front of every shot.  So it's pretty good that I've been attitude and then 

always chin up and then to be positive myself, too. 
 

Q.  Can you tell me a little bit about the people that you played with today at the 
pro-am, what the experience was like for you? 

 
YANI TSENG:  Oh, it's fun, I always very enjoy playing a pro-am.  Normally I don't 

practice much in the pro-am because I would love to talk to the people I play with and 

where they're from and tell a little bit my story, so it's very fun.  You just start the day 
before the tournament and so it keeps you very relaxed. 

 
Q.  Hi, Yani.  You know, last year you won the British Open, you repeated that 
title again this year.  I know you've done a lot of things, you have a lot of goals, 
but how important is it when you win a tournament to come back next year and 
defend that title? 
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YANI TSENG:  Yeah, actually when I came back, I would never thought I would be 

defending my title, I just keep focused on every shot, every run, every tournament.  I 
don't feel like oh, I need to win this because I won last year.  Every year is different.  

All the great players improve from the last year, so you never know.  All you can do is 
do your best and be a good attitude there and then enjoy. 

 

Q.  All golfers are different, but how nice is it to play golf without putting 
pressure on yourself?  As you said, you don't put pressure on yourself, you 
kind of show up and just play and whatever happens happens.  How nice is it to 
play like that?  
 
YANI TSENG:  Sometimes it's pretty hard to do not pressure.  A little bit, for sure, but 

sometimes I just try to put a little pressure for motivation, to try to let me become a 

better player because sometimes -- because I know the relaxed I can and I play 
better.  So I always keep telling myself, stay relaxed and that way I can keep the 

pressure off, too. 
 

Q.  Last year when you won this tournament -- I mean, I know you've won five 
major championships, but did this win last year help you in any way build 
confidence?  I mean, what did this win last year do for you? 

 
YANI TSENG:  Yeah, that's for sure, especially like I had five birdies the last eight 

holes to winning the tournament, so it was a pretty good comeback for me to win.  I 
know how tough I can be because before this tournament I think I missed cut in 

Canada, and I was really happy to see I come back right away and then just fighting 

on the golf course and then beating the golf course and play with my own self. 
 

Q.  You said the course is a little bit longer this year.  What do you like about 
this course and how does it compare to some of the other courses you play on 
Tour?  
 

YANI TSENG:  I think this course, you've got so many ways you can play on this golf 
course.  It's not like driving every hole.  You hit a 3-wood, rescue or you hit an iron out 

of the tee, so you have to be very good imagining shots and then just hit a different 
fade, draw, high, low, just kind of different shot on this golf course.  I mean, you can 

play here, I think you've got to hit like 14 clubs out of the bag so that's a pretty good 
course to play. 

 

Q.  I know you guys were off last week.  This tournament kind of starts a stretch 
of more tournaments coming up.  How nice would it be to kind of start the 
stretch with another win this week?  I mean, do you think in terms like that or 
take it day by day? 

 

YANI TSENG:  No, just day by day.  I don't think much.  I just come out here and 
enjoy and do my best. 
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MODERATOR:  Any other questions for Yani?   
 

Yani, thank you very much for joining us.  Appreciate it. 
 

YANI TSENG:  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


