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MODERATOR:  All right.  We'd like to welcome Danielle Kang into the interview 
room.  Congratulations, first of all, on back-to-back U.S. Women's Amateur titles.  It's 

pretty exciting.   
 

First professional -- this is your professional debut.  Can you talk to me just a little bit 

about what this week's been like and how excited you are to get your professional 
career started?  

 
DANIELLE KANG:  Since I was little, it was a dream come true kind of thing.  When 

you're starting golf, you always want to be a professional at one point, and coming out 
here and being at a debut is just amazing.  It's been an awesome week and I'm pretty 

excited for the first round to start.   

 
MODERATOR:  This isn't a complete new experience for you, you've played in quite 

a few LPGA events and made the cut in four majors and played really well at the 
Women's British Open, finishing as low amateur.   

 

What have your experiences with the LPGA been like before? 
 

DANIELLE KANG:  Well, you know, every LPGA event is still a competition so it's a 
building experience every tournament, and this tournament's not different than any 

other competition so I'm just trying to look at it the same and play my game.  
 

MODERATOR:  I said before about the U.S. Women's Amateur titles, it's a pretty 

impressive accomplishment --  
 

DANIELLE KANG:  Thank you.  
 

MODERATOR:  -- to be able to win it in back-to-back years.  What did you take from 

those experiences, and especially that's a tough tournament to win in terms of having 
match play and being in tight competition.  What did you take from those 
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experiences? 

 
DANIELLE KANG:  Well, you learn everything from each tournament, each things.  

At the U.S. Amateur, I don't know, you always have fun, I guess, and still win and 
enjoy the game.  If anything goes wrong, you just keep on going, I guess.  You just 

never give up and it will always come to you. 

 
MODERATOR:  Questions for Danielle? 

 
Q.  What are your jitters like?  What kind of emotion is like as far as preparing 
for your first pro event? 
 

DANIELLE KANG:  Well, I'm not really having any jitters.  I'm pretty excited.  I love 

this kind of environment and the competition-wise and I just want to have some fun 
and play my game. 

 
Q.  Are you familiar with the course at all just from practice rounds, and how 
does it set up for your game? 

 
DANIELLE KANG:  Well, I played it twice.  It's setting up pretty well because it's 

about accuracy off the tee.  And on the greens, I like the greens a lot because what 
you see is what you get, which is pretty amazing, and a lot of the greens are really 

tricky usually and this one, if it's breaking right to left, it's breaking right to left.  It's 
nice. 

 

Q.  Which players are you kind of looking out for as being kind of favorites, I 
guess? 

 
DANIELLE KANG:  Favorites of winning the tournament?  I'm not really focusing on 

that, I guess.  Just I worry about my game and try to play my best on the golf course.  

It's between me and myself on the golf course. 
 

Q.  Coming into this week, I know it wasn't that long ago that you won the U.S. 
Women's Amateur, how did you feel about the state of your game and is there 
anything particular that you're working on? 
 

DANIELLE KANG:  Well, as the months go on from summer, you get better as the 

days go on.  So after the Amateur, I'm pretty confident right now.  It's great to be here 
and I want to thank the Walmart tournament director Andy Bush to give me a 

sponsor's exemption to come out.  Last year I didn't get to play after the U.S. 
Amateur, so I had like a month or two break until college season started, so it's pretty 

exciting to come out and play another competition. 

 
Q.  Mentally, how are you preparing yourself for the LPGA Tour versus 
everywhere else you've played; the bigger crowds, being more focused, the 
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larger field? 

 
DANIELLE KANG:  Mentally preparing myself.  I see it as really fun and exciting to 

see all these people come out, so hopefully a lot of people will get into the LPGA Tour 
and we'll have bigger crowds and it will be exciting. 

 

Q.  With all the success you've had as an amateur and playing in LPGA events, 
how much has that experience helped you make the transition now as a 
professional?  You don't seem nervous at all.  Has that helped? 
 

DANIELLE KANG:  Experience in -- 
 

Q.  As an amateur playing in LPGA events and your success as an amateur.  
 
DANIELLE KANG:  Oh, the only thing much different to me is that there's no star 

next to my name saying I'm an amateur, so that's nice.  It's the same competition.  
I've been out here a couple times, a few times over the years and now there's no star 

and I get to play. 

 
MODERATOR:  Any more questions for Danielle?  Well, thank you very much for 

joining us. 
 

DANIELLE KANG:  Thank you. 
 

MODERATOR:  Good luck this week.   
 
 
 
 
 


