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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  MARK CALCAVECCHIA 
May 6, 2011 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Mark, bogey-free 7-under 65 and right now you have a 
three-shot lead at the 2011 Regions Tradition.  Great playing.  A couple 
general comments about the round and then we'll go through the birdies. 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  That was almost as good as I can play really.  I didn't 
hit a couple of bad shots all day.  You know, just really had a good time, enjoyed 
it out there, totally fun playing with Bob Tway and Jay Don.  They're super 
courteous even though Bob was having a few problems here and there, but he 
hung in there.  I kind of found myself getting a little bit tired on the back 9, about 
around number 15, and I kind of told myself we're not even halfway done yet, 
better not get tired yet.  So far so good, but we're only halfway done, long way to 
go.  I've got to stay aggressive and just keep playing -- you know, keep playing 
good. 
 
MODERATOR:  Take us through the birdies and any good saves you may 
have had. 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  All right.  Birdied 3, I hit a good drive and a bad 3-
wood way right, but I had a real easy chip.  I was right at the green-side trap and 
I chipped it up there to two feet, so I birdied that hole. 
 
Birdied 6, great drive, 5-wood on the green probably 40 feet from the hole, putted 
it down there to a foot, tap-in birdie.   
 
Good drive on 7 just in the first cut of the left rough, but it was sitting up, had a 
great lie, hit a hard 8-iron in there about eight feet left of the hole, left-edge putt, I 
made that. 
 
Hit a nice little curling five-footer for par on 8 which kind of kept things going a 
little bit.  It was a tough putt, so I was glad to get that one in there. 
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Then on 10, a little 9-iron there about 20 feet short left of the hole and read it 
perfect and hit it perfect, went right in the middle, made that. 
 
Hit it in the rough on 11 and I could have went for it absolutely nine times out of 
10, but I needed to kind of cut a 5-wood and it was sitting down just a little bit.  I 
thought if I hit a flyer, which I was probably going to do, it could have gone 
anywhere.  So I hit a wedge and laid up and then I hit an L-wedge in there about 
eight feet short of the hole and made that, so it was a good decision to lay up 
there.   
 
12th hole is a tough hole.  I hit a good drive and a 6-iron about 25 feet left of the 
hole and made that one, which, you know, I hardly ever make those so that was 
nice to make that one. 
 
Then another good shot the next hole, thought I might make that one and missed 
it, but I made basic pars all the way around until 17 and probably hit my best 
drive of the day right up the right side where it was kind of what I call it a speed 
slot and it rolled way down there.  And I was going to hit a 3-iron for my second 
shot, which was probably the right club, I only had 212 to the front, but Brenda 
talked me into the fact that we were into the wind, which I thought it was straight 
left-to-right, but -- it was I guess a little left-to-right.  It swirls all over the place out 
here.  The wind's tricky.  Even though it's not really blowing hard or what I would 
call hard, it changes directions in a heartbeat.  It goes from into the wind to 
downwind to sidewind.  Normally I like to look at the computer, know that the 
wind's coming out of the west/northwest all day, but I look at my yardage book, 
I'm like, well, coming out of the south on this hole.  Next hole it's coming out of 
the east, you know, so that doesn't do you any good.  But anyway, I hit a soft 5-
wood just over the green, real good shot, and chipped it up there to three feet 
and made that. 
 
And then probably hit the best shot I hit all day on 18.  I hit it in a fairway bunker, 
but I had a good lie and the pin's over there on that little finger on the right and hit 
this beautiful little cut 7-iron out of there.  It's about 12 feet and hit a good putt but 
I misread it.  It broke about six inches to the left and I only played it right edge.  
All in all though, very few bad shots.  It was a lot of fun today.   
 
MODERATOR:  We'll open it up for questions, just wait for the microphone 
here if you can. 
 
Q. Mark, I'm sure you're aware that Seve Ballesteros is in real bad 
shape.  Maybe could you give us sort of a personal anecdote, a story of a 
dual you had with him or just a remembrance of him if you would? 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  I don't think I ever beat the guy.  He was, you know, 
he was unbelievable really.  You know, kind of what I would call the modern day 
Phil Mickelson, or he was Phil back then.  He was just the best imagination, the 
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best short game, you never really knew where he was going to hit it.  I thought he 
had a great swing.  I think I played him twice in the Ryder Cup and of course he 
was always with Jose Maria.  Pretty sure I never -- I never beat him in a match.  
But yeah, you never know, you know?  It's too bad.  He was certainly awesome 
and really a very charismatic, everything.  Everybody loved watching him, for 
sure. 
 
Q. Mark, I know every day's a different day, but after a round like today, 
what kind of confidence does that give you going into tomorrow? 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Definitely more than I had yesterday because I drove it 
a lot better today.  I normally only hit like three or four drives on the range before 
I go out because I'm usually pretty sure what I'm doing with my driver, but I hit 
about 20 drivers today on the range.  I worked a few things out and really drove it 
a lot better, which was the main thing.  I hit -- I hit it better today than yesterday, 
so I mean, you know, I'm pretty sure my hitting's going to be okay this weekend 
and it's just a question of if I miss it in the right place, when I do miss one, is it 
going to be okay or is it not going to be okay, and am I going to make my par 
putts when I need to and keep making a couple birdie putts that I don't usually 
make.   
 
But having said all that, I feel good.  Kenny Perry's obviously Kenny Perry and 
Lehman's right back there and everybody else.  Tommy Pernice had a great 
round today.  If there's only one more round to go, I might feel a little bit like my 
chances are a little bit better than they are, but I'm not looking to the big picture 
yet, we're only halfway done.  So I have to keep my nose down to the grindstone 
and keep, you know, keep making birdies really. 
 
Q. Might be a little bit of a silly question, but to be in the final group on 
the weekend, is that a feeling you haven't had in a while?  Does that make it 
a little more exciting? 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Yeah, it has been a while.  Actually, I was in the final 
group at the British Open last year on Saturday with Oosthuizen and didn't 
handle that too good, but, you know, that was -- that was just a tad bigger 
tournament than this one.   
 
I'm sure I'll be nervous.  The usual, you want to get off to a good start.  The first 
tee shot's a pretty important one and I decided to hit a 3-wood today instead of a 
driver so I think it's a 3-wood hole for me.  So I'll try to hit a good 3-wood out 
there, good iron shot, kind of just get going and hope to birdie the third hole.  You 
know, just kind of get going in the right direction right off the bat, that's kind of the 
plan.  It will be fun, looking forward to it.  That's where you want to be.  You don't 
want to be sneaking up on anybody from six shots behind, although that's 
happened before, too, but it's always nice to be out in front. 
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MODERATOR:  Mark, thank you very much, continued good luck. 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Thanks.   


