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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  MARK O’MEARA & NICK PRICE 
April 21, 2011 
 
 
MODERATOR:  We welcome the defending champions into the interview 
room.  Nick, you got Mark his first win here last year.  Maybe a few opening 
comments about trying to defend again this year, and then we'll go through 
how your games are coming in. 
 
NICK PRICE:  Well, I think last year was the third year we played together and 
we made steady progress throughout those three years, and then last year, we 
just did all the right things.  We ham-and-egged it.  When I was out a hole or 
going through a bad two- or three-hole patch, Mark played great and vice versa.   
It was, I suppose, our experience at sort of a better ball competition having 
played Presidents Cups and Ryder Cups.  You know what you have to do and 
we made a lot of good putts last year.  We both hit the ball solidly throughout the 
week, the three days, and I was really happy because I haven't made a putt 
under pressure to win for a long time and the one on 18 was kind of special for 
me. 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  I liked it. 
 
NICK PRICE:  And you know, we've got a little recipe that we have.  I always 
drive first and Mark -- I putt first on the green knowing that he's behind me and 
he's a better putter than I am so it takes a lot of pressure off me.  So irrespective, 
unless I'm standing on someone's line, I always putt first, but we were both 
thrilled to win here last year.  This is a great event to win. 
 
MODERATOR:  Mark? 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  I would agree with what Nick said.  Certainly it's a great 
tournament.  You look at the past history of this event, as long as it's been going 
on since really the Champions Tour, Senior Tour started, and Liberty Mutual's 
been behind us all the way, which has been fantastic.   
We had an exciting finish last year.  Nick and I compete well together.  For me, 
it's a pleasure playing with Nick because he's one of the better ball strikers that's 
ever played this game, so I really don't worry about him too much.  I worry a little 
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bit about myself, I don't worry about him, and I know he's going to be in almost all 
the holes, which he was last year.  If we just, you know, try not to put too much 
pressure on ourselves, just play our games and make the putts as they come, 
you just -- this type format, you know you have to go low, that's just the way it is.  
The weather conditions certainly have an impact on that.  If the wind blows, it's 
more challenging, more difficult.  If the wind lies down, the guys are going to 
shoot 9, 10, 11 under par, best ball.   
 
The type of play out here on the Champions Tour has been very impressive.  
You have to bring a good quality game to win out here, no matter whether it's 
winning here in this event or winning any event on our Champions Tour.   
So Nick can make the putts.  It was nice that he made that putt last year to get 
me over the hump.  Up to that time I had 9 or 10 seconds out here and played 
well, but just hadn't gelled and won a tournament, it was disappointing.  To go on 
later last year and win -- I know Nick won in Des Moines and I was fortunate to 
win at the Senior Players, so we both had nice years last year.  He's gotten off to 
a very good start this year, he's played tremendous golf and I've played 
reasonably well, so hopefully this week we could rejuvenate ourselves. 
 
NICK PRICE:  I got the whip out, I'm ready. 
 
MODERATOR:  We'll go right into questions.  Just wait for the microphone,  
please.  Nathan? 
 
Q. Nathan Dominitz from Savannah Morning News, good to see you 
guys again.  You like to be in the media use center, that's a good thing.   
 
MARK O'MEARA:  Yes, sir. 
 
Q. You've won all over the world.  When you go to a course where you 
won the previous year, is there a different feeling or mindset or memories 
that come back as opposed to going to a place where maybe you've had 
less success?   
 
NICK PRICE:  It always helps -- I mean, I really enjoyed this golf course since the 
first time I played it.  I think it's a great driving golf course.  You have to drive -- 
there's four or five holes out there where you have to drive the ball really well and 
I've always enjoyed that challenge.   
 
I think it's a perfect venue for this tournament, you know, with the hotel close by 
and having downtown Savannah right across the river and all the wonderful 
restaurants, so everyone looks forward to coming here, we really do.   
 
I think the bad thing about this week is you don't have as much pressure on you 
as you would any other week as a defending champion or defending champions.  
You know that if you have a couple of poor holes, your partner's going to be there 
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for you.  But we obviously know the golf course pretty well and we read the 
greens really well last year, but you know, we've got to go out there and do it.  
Three rounds of better ball, you'd better make some putts and you had better go 
low, so as Mark said, we're going to go out there and play our game and see if 
we can shoot as low as we can. 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  Certainly, when you win on a golf course, wherever it may be, 
Nick made a good point there, brings back fond positive memories.  So we've 
competed well here.  Every year that we've kind of played, we've come close.  
Finally to break through last year was nice.  This year there's a lot of guys 
coming in that have been playing well, so we've got to go out this week and put 
the pedal to the metal, we really do. 
 
Q. When I talked to Nick last week, he mentioned about three rounds 
versus four makes a huge difference especially in a format like this. 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  It does, for sure. 
 
NICK PRICE:  It does.  You can't have a soft nine holes.  Whether it's an 
individual or a team event, for us, you can't shoot basically worse than 32 on a 9-
hole stretch, otherwise it gives you too much work to do over the other five 9s.  
It's a shootout.  I mean, you've got to put the foot down. 
 
Q. You mentioned that you like to putt first.  Is that common or 
uncommon amongst the group, the field, to have -- 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  I mean, I think there's kind of a formula that you try to go with, 
and the fact that Nick is a quick player, I'm a quick player.  But Nick hits the ball 
extremely well, there's no sense -- I know he's going to put it in the fairway so I 
just let him go.  Tee it up, you hit it.  If you don't hit a good one, don't worry about 
it, I'll be there for you.   
 
The putting, at times I know people comment on Fred Couples' putting or Nick 
Price's putting.  He doesn't give himself enough credit.  Two years ago he was 
probably the number 1 or top 2 or 3 best putters out here.  He is a very good 
putter.   
 
The problem is he's also a very good ball striker so he does give himself a lot of 
opportunities.  When you hit it that good, you know, you hit it in there 8, 10, 12 
feet, you're thinking I've got to make these.  So all I try to remind Nick is look, I've 
got your back, number one, and number two, you don't make them all but you've 
got to free yourself up a little bit, pick your line, try to make a solid putt and the 
rest will take care of itself.  
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Certainly he's won and had the career he's had without being a good putter.  Of 
course, everybody always likes to say they don't putt well but putting's half the 
game.  If you're a bad putter, you're not playing the game anymore. 
 
NICK PRICE:  I think it's better described as consistent.   
 
MARK O'MEARA:  Okay.  That's more like it. 
 
NICK PRICE:  When I'm putting first, it takes pressure off me knowing that he's 
behind me and he's got a good chance of making it. 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  Let's put it this way:  When he was on the tee last year, we 
were fortunate because certainly John had a very makeable putt on the first 
playoff hole and missed.  That's golf.  That happens to all of us.  And then the 
second time around, where I might have been inside Nick and he had the par 
putt and he goes, Let me go first, it will free me up more, and I'm like, Yeah, go 
ahead.  Certainly I was as nervous as maybe Nick was but he poured it right in 
the middle, like he said.  That's a confidence booster and it took the pressure off 
me because I just got to watch and enjoy the victory. 
 
Q. Have you looked at the field?  Obviously this pairing is one to watch.  
Layman and Pavin is a new team and Couples and Langer are not here.  
Have you kind of analyzed the field a little bit? 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  A little bit.  You know, I saw that we were paired with John 
and Joey and they seemed to team very well in Savannah over the last three four 
years, too.  I know Joey's a powerful long player.  He had a good week last week.  
John's coming off the win last week at Outback, playing with a lot of confidence, 
started the year extremely well.   
 
But you know it's hard to say because there's about 10 or 12 teams that could 
compete extremely well here this week and if they get the putter hot, basically 
that's what it's going to come down here. 
 
MODERATOR:  Jody? 
 
Q. Jody Demling with the Louisville Courier-Journal.  Nick, Mark kind of 
talked about this.  How difficult is it to win on the Champions Tour?  So 
many names and so many good games, just how difficult is it to win week 
in and week out. 
 
NICK PRICE:  For me I went through a really poor patch with my game for about 
three years, four years, and the longer you -- people always say winning's like 
riding a bicycle, you never forget.  Let me tell you, after four or five years of not 
winning, it's hard to get back, and for Mark it was the same way.  It had been 
quite a way, I think '03, '02 at Colonial was my first -- my last win over here.  You 
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know, you start doubting yourself.  That period that I went through where I was 
playing so poorly, I just never thought I'd be playing as well as I am now, to be 
honest.  But I built up my confidence, I built up my game fundamentals, mainly 
because I was enjoying my golf so much out here and I think that's the thing.  It's 
not -- how can I put it?  It's not too intense out here from a schedule perspective.  
So you go play for two weeks and then I go home for two weeks and work on 
some of the stuff that I needed to and I would do it at my leisure instead of being 
on the practice tee Monday morning as soon as I got back.  This was more of I 
wanted to play well so it's a different mentality.  Then round about '08, toward the 
end of '08, my game turned and I could feel that my ball striking was coming 
back, and I didn't putt very well and I went to the belly and that made all the 
difference to me.   
 
But it's hard to win, it is.  I still get a huge kick out of winning, it doesn't matter 
whatever it is.  Mark and I won the Skills Challenge last year, which is a made-
for-TV one-day event and we had a great day together, especially since we 
punished these two long-hitting players. 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  Strategy comes with age, wisdom. 
 
NICK PRICE:  Anyway, but we still get a kick out of winning, and I'm telling you 
we're going to try to win this week as hard as we can. 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  Absolutely.  I said, and I don't know if Nick feels the same 
way, I think he probably does, but I've been a professional golfer for 31 years so 
I've seen a lot.  I grew up in the era, Jack Nicklaus is my idol and seen so much 
and saw certainly what Tiger accomplished, been right by him while he was 
doing all his things.  I reckon after being out here a little over four years now, the 
quality of play out here and the winning score week in and we can ought on the 
golf course that, okay, maybe the rough's not as deep as the regular tour, maybe 
the pins are not quite as tight, maybe the greens aren't quite as firm or fast, but 
the winning score week in and week out here is really the most impressive thing 
that I've seen, one of the most impressive things of the four or five things that I've 
seen throughout my career.   
 
The guy who wins here, whatever, this tournament, Toshiba, what John Cook did 
at Mitsubishi earlier in the year, I'm not saying the regular tour players couldn't do 
that but it wouldn't be far off now.  It's really cool at 54 to still be competing and 
playing a game we love at a high quality.  It's so tough, everybody thinks a guy 
turns 50, he's going to come out -- it just doesn't happen.  You tell the young 
kids, they're always like oh, yeah, and I heard it because when I was in my 20s, 
oh, yeah, the Champions Tour, Senior Tour, they're playing 6,500-yard courses, 
wedge every hole.   
 
The average length of a course out here, I guess Phil can look at it, but it's 
probably right close to 7,100.  I really believe if you took the top 10 players off our 
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tour and played the course at a little over 7,100 yards long, against maybe the 
top 10 20- to 30-year old guys, we'd give them a good go for the money.  Look at 
what Watson's done and he's 60.  It's unreal.  It's very, very impressive.  It's 
good.  It's good for the game and we're lucky to be a part of it really. 
 
Q. Last thing, you do some stuff obviously for the Senior PGA.  Do 
majors -- a couple guys I've talked to, say oh, it's a major but it's not quite a 
major like on the regular tour.  What do the majors mean on the Champions 
Tour for you guys? 
 
NICK PRICE:  They're very important to us.  I mean, they're four-round events, 
it's a little more of a marathon as opposed to the sprint with an extra round in 
there.  But the courses are set up, you know, a little harder than we would play 
week in and week out and they do mean a lot to us, particularly the guys who 
may not have won majors on the regular tour, probably means more to those 
guys than any guys who -- you know, if you've got a major championship, it 
doesn't matter whichever field you're playing in, whether it's a LPGA or regular 
tour or this tour, they're important and we do try to pick our games up for that 
week.  You know, you actually -- I want to win a couple of majors out here, I 
really do. 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  Yeah, I would say the same.  I think the quality, the setup of 
the course, like I remember when we went and played at Whistling Straits, 
courses like that, you know, they're pretty close, even at Oak Hill up in 
Rochester, New York, when we played the PGA there, the rough was basically 
similar to when we played the PGA or The Open there.  It was cold and long.  
Granted, a couple of tees are certainly moved up, it's not quite as long, but still a 
very demanding, high-quality course.   
 
When I was able to win last year at TPC Potomac, that golf course was set up 
pretty demanding and difficult.  Like Nick said, four rounds as opposed to three.  
Some of the majors, most of them have a cut; the Tradition and the Players 
Championship don't, but the other ones do.  So that's in the back of your mind, 
too.  But it's always going to be hard to compare against the four majors, the U.S. 
Open, the PGA, the Masters and The Open Championship.  Those are the four 
coveted, biggest tournaments in the world.  Nothing's really ever going to 
compete against those, but at our stage to still play and win, we certainly want to 
win as many tournaments out here as we can and to be able to add a major on 
top of that is even better. 
 
Q. I'm just curious, I know you guys have a lot of great competition out 
here, but do you kind of look at this year as a bit of an opportunity, with 
Bernhard being injured for a little while and Fred maybe not playing as 
much with his back, as far as Player of the Year and Charles Schwab Cup 
goes? 
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NICK PRICE:  You know, as consistently as Bernard played last year, you knew 
he was going to be a factor this year, and now he's got his work cut out for him 
because he's got an eight-week can stretch where he's rehabbing.   
I have no reservation that he'll come back with guns ablazing.  He may have the 
first two or three weeks a little bit slow, but he'll be hungry because having sat on 
his backside rehabbing, you know, not having been able to play, he's got to bump 
his schedule up and he's going to give it a huge effort.   
 
I'm always -- for me personally, if I play well, I don't care who's playing in the 
field, to be honest, and that's the way I've always felt.  My battle has always been 
against my game and the golf course, not who's playing, and I think pretty much 
all of us have that same outlook here.  If you get into a situation where you start 
playing against other players, you lose it. 
 
We're not trying to make hay while the sun shines or while these guys are having 
a bad time.  We're just playing our game and trying to make -- 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  We're kind of fortunate from the standpoint that we have 
enough branding out here, enough good players, Hall of Famers, future Hall of 
Famers that play the game at a high enough or well enough level that if one or 
two aren't playing, it's still a quality field.   
 
Bernhard's had a great run out here, he'll be fine.  Fred has played extremely 
well throughout his career with his unbelievably bad back that hits it 320 off the 
tee.  I love Fred to death, Fred's my friend, but come on now, seriously, if you 
have a bad back you're not shooting 7 or 8 under at Augusta National.  I'm not 
saying he doesn't have a bad back, because I have a bad back,  I've got all sorts 
of stuff.  He does get a lot of publicity.  Every time I see someone, it's like, Oh, if 
Fred's back was only better.  I'm like, Are you kidding me?  Seriously. 
 
(Simultaneous talking.) 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  He's hitting it 40 by me, and Nick, I don't know how you do 
that, but I guess he does.  I want to have a bad back and play like that.   
No, we just like to rib each other a little with that.  We do have some fun with that, 
which is kind of unique.  Certainly, I was doing The Morning Drive thing, taping a 
segment for tomorrow, and the guys were asking me is there any player you can 
think of on the regular tour that's a dominant intimidating player.   
 
I said, you know, what I don't play that much on the regular tour anymore but it's 
not kind of like the way it used to be where at one time Lanny or Raymond or 
Watson.  Today, you've got 17-year old players winning tournaments, you've got 
21-year old players winning tournaments, you've got 38-year olds, 47-year -- 
there's such a wide range of quality of play and the fact that guys -- like I said to 
them, I said there's no question in my mind that a player in their 50s could 
probably still win on the regular tour, Fred would probably be my pick, but I think 
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this guy, to be honest with you, as much as I play with him, do I think he could go 
and play well and win the British Open?  I do.  He may not want to do that, but 
I'm just telling you what I see.  Age is a number, but experience I think certainly 
has a play, too.  The game today has changed to a more powerful, more youthful 
game. 
 
Q. I was just going to give you like a warning label.  The way Bernhard 
got hurt was pressing his thumb on a traffic signal.  There's plenty of them 
down on River and Bay -- 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  We'll stay away from those.  We'll have our caddies push 
them. 
 
Q. That's what they're there for.  Yesterday Calcavecchia and Green 
were here and Hoch and Perry and they were kind of kidding each other 
because how it's going to go because they're paired together tomorrow.  
So I wonder if you'd pay to see that, pay to see Calc and I guess little Calc I 
guess he's being called now. 
 
Q. Scott Hoch is little Calc. 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  We played with them last year, didn't we? 
 
NICK PRICE:  We played with Ken and Calc last year. 
 
Q. One of those ones that you would almost pay to see because of the 
talk going back and forth? 
 
NICK PRICE:  There will be some choice comments out there tomorrow, I'm 
sure.  I was so happy to see Ken out.  I know he's been through a little bit of a 
rough patch mentally and he needs to be out here a little more with the support of 
his buddies.  We're almost like a brotherhood out here.  We've all played against 
and with each other for so long and I think it will be a great thing for him.  And 
certainly last year, you know, Mark and I tried to give him as much support as we 
could and tried to make sure that he didn't feel that he's out here just making up 
a number, that he deserved a spot out here.  He played with Reid last year.  We 
tried to encourage him. 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  It was impressive, actually. 
 
NICK PRICE:  Yeah, he played -- I was very impressed. 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  He's going to play in the Senior PGA.  Is that -- I mean, just 
for any golf fan to look at him, I mean, playing in a major championship with what 
he's done, it's very inspirational, it really is.  Most people could have just stepped 
aside, but Ken through his whole life, even when he was winning and playing on 
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the regular tour.  The guy was a fighter, a battler.  He came from looping, 
carrying a bag, he and Calc, kind of rough-shodded it, worked their way up, 
became very quality players.  It was very tragic what happened a few years back, 
but the guy, he's a fighter.  We're proud of him for that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Are we all done?  Thank you. 
 
NICK PRICE:  Hopefully we'll see you again.   


