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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  STEVE JONES 
April 20, 2011 
 
 
 
MODERATOR:  We welcome eight-time PGA Tour winner Steve Jones into 
the interview room.  Steve, making your Champions Tour debut this week.  
Playing in the Raphael Division with Doug Tewell.  I know it's been a long 
struggle for you to get out here, but you're finally out here.   
 
A few general thoughts about coming and playing one of the Champions 
Tour's famous events. 
 
STEVE JONES:  Yeah, it is.  It's, first of all, great to be here, great to be 
anywhere where I'm playing because I haven't played in three and a half years 
and I just started playing again a couple months ago, and I guess -- well, the 
week before the Bob Hope, and I went out and the doctor said to stress out my 
elbow and I stressed it out and it held up pretty good, to my surprise, and just 
been kind of playing ever since the Bob Hope.   
 
This is basically my first tourn -- I tried to get in Outback and this one in their 
main division but couldn't.  It's pretty tough out here to get sponsor exemptions.  I 
lost my two-year exemption out here being injured, so I kind of have to start all 
over again.   
 
But I got a lot of good, positive feedback from some of the sponsors of different 
tournaments and hopefully I'll get in a few of those, maybe try to Monday qualify 
in a couple of the majors and just got to be ready when I'm, you know, in the 
tournament and starting my career all over again.  It feels like 1982 all over 
again, Monday qualifying and playing against the same guys. 
 
MODERATOR:  Can you maybe recap not really your whole career with the 
injuries, but since turning 50, where you stood.  Were you looking forward 
to playing the Champions Tour at that time? 
 
STEVE JONES:  When I was 40 I didn't really think that I wanted to play the 
Champions Tour.  I thought I would be retired by 45, but because of an '03 injury 
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in my right elbow, I didn't really want to go out that way.  I lived in Montana at the 
time, and then in '04 I moved back to Arizona, and then the last seven years, 
been there. 
 
But because of that injury, I said, you know what, I want to keep playing, and 
then next thing I know, I got injured in '07 with my tennis elbow and haven't been 
able to play for a few years.  Now, yeah, I'm looking forward to playing and 
seeing what I can do. 
 
MODERATOR:  And last question before I open it up is, how did your 
partnership with Doug Tewell come about? 
 
STEVE JONES:  Well, I tried to get in with Rod Spittle in the beginning.  A friend 
of mine, Cayce Kerr, used to caddie for Fuzzy, Hubert Green Hubert Green, 
Fuzzy Zoeller, everybody knows Cayce.  He set me up with Rod Spittle and 
Rod's been playing really well the last couple years.  I needed to get an 
exemption here to play with him, but it didn't work out.  So Doug said if that 
doesn't work out and you want to play, I said sure.  I've known Doug for a long 
time, saw him out at Scottsdale, we practiced at TPC, good veteran player, 
knows how to close the door and get things done and I can always learn a lot 
from those guys.   
 
Speaking of that, what a great week.  I'll tell you what, people miss out if they 
don't come out and watch this tournament.  The old guys that are here, older 
than me obviously, amazing.  I got on the range and watch Dale Douglass and 
Hubert Green and these guys that I used to watch all the time in the '70s, just 
phenomenal swings still, just amazes me.   
 
That's what I love about golf, you can play, if you're not too injured; pretty much 
everybody's injured out here, but you can play until you can't walk anymore.  But 
what a thrill to see some of these guys.  J.C. Snead and Larry Ziegler, just -- 
most of them I knew back in '82, my rookie year, and Lee Trevino, and it's just 
been a thrill.   
 
Thanks to Liberty Mutual for that.  What a great tournament.  I think it's a jewel.  
Unfortunately, a lot of people don't get to attend this thing, but if they did, it's 
good -- get their money's worth because of the players. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  We'll just go to questions.  Please wait for the mic.  
We are recording this. 
 
Q. Hi, I'm Nathan Dominitz from the Savannah Morning News.  Welcome 
to Savannah.  Phil stole a little bit of my thunder, but I do want to readdress 
somethings.  Have you been to Savannah before? 
 
STEVE JONES:  Yes. 
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Q. Was it for golf? 
 
STEVE JONES:  As far as the town of Savannah, I came in, yeah, a couple 
different times.  I've been here to eat down at the harbor, whatever you call it. 
  
Q.      The Savannah River? 
 
STEVE JONES:  Yeah, the Savannah River, but obviously I've been coming for 
Hilton Head since, flying into Savannah, in the '80s. 
 
Q. Can you give us an inventory, I think we have enough time, for all 
your injuries?  Specifically you mentioned tennis elbow, which elbow, that 
kind of thing? 
 
STEVE JONES:  Yeah.  Well, the most recent was my left elbow, I had tennis 
elbow in '07.  I hadn't played since Reno in '07 until the Bob Hope this year, and 
had labrum surgery before that thinking it would fix the tennis elbow the year 
before that.  So in '08 had shoulder surgery, '09 had elbow surgery, and then a 
year and a half of rehab after that and it held together, but I've been injured 10 
years of my 28 years out here on injury. 
 
Q. Do you have any metal parts?  Do you have trouble going through 
airports, anything like that? 
 
STEVE JONES:  No, it's small, it's a small clip with wires and stuff like that, but it 
doesn't buzz. 
 
Q. Have you talked to any of the over golfers about the team format and 
what kind of strategy or what kind of dos and don'ts on that? 
 
STEVE JONES:  Not really.  The strategy, basically you make as many birdies as 
you can, you have to go low and don't lay back at all.  I know that for sure after 
watching those guys yesterday shoot 20 under.  You just need to keep going as 
deep as you can go.  That's what Hale Irwin told me this morning, he said even if 
-- you know, Doug' got a shot in his thumb a couple days ago, he's not sure he 
was going to be able to play, and he said, I hit 30 balls yesterday, so today he 
says, I'm going to try to play.  
 
But Hale, today, if you make 11 birdies is and he makes 6 birdies, then you guys 
can finish in the middle of the pack at 18 under.  I'm like okay, I see how it is, so 
he kind of made a joke about that.  But I played in team formats before and won 
the J.C. Penney with Jane Crafter in '87 and played a lot of the J.C. Penney 
tournaments, but yeah, you try to go as low as you can. 
 
Q. Okay.  Hey, Steve, just welcome, back by the way. 
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STEVE JONES:  Thank you. 
 
Q. Just wondering what the reaction has been from fellow pros.  Had 
you kept in touch with many of them, or were they just wondering where 
you kind of stepped out from? 
 
STEVE JONES:  Yeah, not many of them, just a couple.  It's like sometimes it 
feels like you've never been gone before.  You come out here and when you're 
out here for years and years, it's like a second family.  You come out and you 
might be gone for a couple months and then come back and guys don't even 
miss you.  My last injury in '03 and '04, I actually came out in '05 and a guy said, 
Hey, I missed you the last few weeks.  I said, I've been out for two and a half 
years.  He goes, Really?  So it's kind of like that out here.  You kind of have that 
relationship when you're out here.  There's a few guys I -- Tom Byrum I keep in 
contact with, a few guys in Scottsdale, but other than that, it's more on Tour 
relationship. 
 
Q. And then also, because you had a chance to play the Hope and do 
that, I'm kind of curious, does the younger generation remember much of 
you at all, or are you kind of just new to them? 
 
STEVE JONES:    Well, I don't really ask them if they remember me or not, but 
one thing I do know is that my putter is older than half the Tour right now.  I have 
a 290year old Bullseye putter I got in 1982 in Greensboro and it's definitely older 
than half the Tour, it seems like.  The funniest thing I here, I played here Sunday, 
was I noticed there was benches on every tee and there was a lot of toilets.  I'm 
like, that's good, I guess. 
 
Q. Hey, Steve.  Apart from recovering from all the injuries you had, 
when you're away from golf these last few years, what sort of things have 
you been doing, other things away from golf? 
 
STEVE JONES:  Basically just been trying to rehab, but since August I've been 
teaching in the Phoenix area at a couple clubs.  Now I'm at the Whirlwind Golf 
Club at Wild Horse Pass in Chandler and that's been good, it really has.  It's a 
whole new ballgame when you try to teach somebody as opposed to playing in a 
pro-am and giving them Band-Aids.  Now when you're trying to teach when it's a 
15-year old kid or 60-year old man with shanks, it's different.  You have to say 
your words precise and, you know, just because you say "swing inside" doesn't 
mean that he knows what it means to swing inside.   
 
So it was challenging and I look forward to teaching a lot of people.  I think I've 
helped a lot of kids, especially with their mental approach to the game and 
confidence, what they need to be thinking about if they want to be a pro, and I've 
seen a lot of good kids out there in Arizona and I've enjoyed doing that, taken a 
lot of my time. 
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Q. It's often said that when you teach, you also learn yourself at the 
same time because you kind of hear it from a different angle almost.  Did 
you find that you changed in any way from teaching your own game or 
your perspective? 
 
STEVE JONES:  Yeah, a little bit.  At first you think, I'm going to see all these 
bad shots, you know, toes and tops and shanks and things like that that's going 
to affect me.  But I wasn't playing, so I didn't really care and it just kind of gave 
me more respect for teachers than ever.  I mean, I'll look at something and say, 
oh, I think you're swing's doing this, and then I'll go back and look at it on the 
computer and say oh, my, I missed this, because it's hard to see it with the naked 
eye, the backswing or whatever, the club's too far inside or up or whatever.   
 
But yeah, I'm confident now, all the years of pro-ams, you know, you just try to 
help someone out if they want help.  That's one thing I always learned, don't give 
advice if they don't want it. 
 
Q. Just curious, all the injuries, are they all golf related or did one or 
two of them happen with other things? 
 
STEVE JONES:  Good question.  I don't even know that.  I think it's mainly my 
injuries come from wear and tear, just from taking big divots over the years, 
mostly left side.  My right elbow in '03 I think, back when you could carry 70 
pounds in your suitcase, I lifted it up in my Suburban and popped something.  
Other than that, mostly it's just been wear and tear. 
 
Q. Where did you say you live right now? 
 
STEVE JONES:  Chandler, Arizona.  So it's good to be back.  Thank you, guys. 
 
MODERATOR:  Steve, thank you.  Good luck this week. 


