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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  MARK CALCAVECCHIA & KEN GREEN 
April 20, 2011 
 
 
MODERATOR:  We welcome the team of Ken Green and Mark Calcavecchia 
into the interview room, playing together at the Legends event for the first 
time.  Ken, you played with Mike Reid here last year, and Mark, this is your 
first time at the Legends. 
 
Ken, do you want to start us? 
 
KEN GREEN:  Well --  
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  It's been a while since he's been in a press room. 
 
KEN GREEN:  You know, I know Calc and I have talked about this when I was 
actually normal, you know, we said -- obviously he's two years behind me, but 
we've been -- 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  You've never been normal. 
 
KEN GREEN:  That's a good point. 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Normaler. 
 
KEN GREEN:  So obviously I was always looking forward to it.  We've been best 
of friends for 30-some odd years now, so I felt happy in the sense that, you know, 
I felt awkward last year and Mike was wonderful, you know, but he was basically, 
you know, he knew we weren't going to do too well.   
 
With Calc, because we're so close, I won't feel like so anxious or a little leery 
about whether I should even be here because it's -- you know, we're probably not 
going to beat the field by 10, maybe just 1 or 2 now, so I'm looking forward to it.   
It's always better when you're playing golf with one of your best friends on the 
planet.  Again, I don't mean this in a bad sense, but we've always gelled pretty 
good and that's just how we are. 
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MODERATOR:  Mark? 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Ken told me 22 birdies is all you want out of me? 
 
KEN GREEN:  That's all I expect. 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  I don't know how I came up with 22. 
 
KEN GREEN:  I added them up. 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  If I make 22 and he makes 6 -- make sure you don't 
birdie the same hole I birdie, of course, we can't do that -- that will put us at 28 
under, presuming we don't make any bogeys.  That's the plan.  Anyway, I haven't 
made 22 birdies in my last four tournaments combined but maybe this week. 
Anyway, we'll have fun either way.  I've been looking forward to this, too.  I'm still 
technically in my rookie season.  You know, it's the first time I've been here.  It's 
fun getting to places that you haven't been.  That's part of the thing I was looking 
forward to out here on the Champions Tour was playing new courses and going 
to new towns.  I haven't played in a tournament with Ken in quite a while.  I think 
the last time we played together in a tournament was actually the AT&T maybe, 
what, six, seven years ago? 
 
KEN GREEN:  Yeah. 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  We got paired up and neither one of us made the cut 
or played too good. 
 
KEN GREEN:  I don't remember that. 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Anyway, yeah, looking forward to it.  We'll have fun. 
 
KEN GREEN:  Who were we playing with anyway? 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Yeah, I haven't told you the bad news there yet.  
There won't be any shortage of conversation.  Scott Hoch and Kenny Perry.  I 
was gonna do a redraw and ask the Tour if they could start over with that, but 
anyway, those two guys are always fun. 
 
MODERATOR:  Do you remember the last time you guys played as a team 
at a better ball? 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  I do remember.  I couldn't tell you the year, but it was 
at the Wellington or some place.  My brother played and your dad played. 
 
KEN GREEN:  Yeah, but that was the old Chrysler team, but I think that might 
have been -- I think that was before the Ryder Cup. 
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MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Was it? 
 
KEN GREEN:  Yeah. 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Might have been. 
 
KEN GREEN:  I think the Ryder Cup, when we -- 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  '89. 
 
KEN GREEN:  We wiped the guys out on alternate shot and then Jose and Seve 
went -- Jose went nuts on the better ball, I'll never forget that, pounding 40-
footers left and right. 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  3&2 or 2&1 or something. 
 
KEN GREEN:  It's a good feeling.  The one thing about best ball that any of the 
guys will tell you is they're always anxious about letting their partner down, 
whereas even in my position, I'm not -- I won't have that feeling because it's, you 
know, it's golf.  There's no concern about that.   
 
When we did the alternate shot, we were both aggressive, and if we missed a 
putt, we were four feet by and neither one of us cared because we were okay.  I 
think that makes a difference in terms of how you gel.  That's why we've always, 
you know, played halfway decent.  We've had a lot of money games over the 
years with some of the guys that used to actually gamble, when people -- 
technically we didn't really do that, but that's what we do.  We don't worry about, 
you know, if we both doubled the same damn hole, we're not going to worry 
about it, it's okay.  Well, it's technically not okay. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  We'll open it up for questions, just wait for the mic 
here.  Nathan, go ahead. 
 
Q. Hi, guys.  Ken, welcome back.  Mark, welcome.  Ken, you haven't 
played a lot of golf, tournament golf, since you were here last year.  Can 
you tell us about how the past year has gone since we've last seen you and 
how you're feeling now? 
 
KEN GREEN:  Well, how should I spin this positively?  It's been -- it's been 
rough.  I mean, I never expected this year to be as hard as it's been.  I was 
hoping that, you know, the nerve pain would be gone by then and I could actually 
be playing halfway decent golf.   
 
I'll never be good again, but I really thought I might be, you know, better off.  It's 
been -- it's been rough.  I just didn't -- I had no idea the body could inflict this 
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much pain on you, but I'm not going to complain about it.  That's part of the deal.  
I have to get over that and I either have to wait for it to stop or I have to just keep 
fighting it. 
 
Q. Do you kind of have a schedule in mind for this year, how often you'll 
play, that kind of thing? 
 
KEN GREEN:  I was fortunate enough to be given a sponsor exemption and I'm 
pretty much at the mercy of any of the tournaments.  I won't ask or I won't write a 
letter unless I honestly feel I could play, so I don't see me doing a whole lot until 
I'm healthy enough where I know I can feel like I could go out there.   
 
I don't think it's right to go play in a tournament that you can't at least shoot a 
halfway decent score.  I do hope to play the PGA Seniors because I don't -- I'm 
exempt for that, so I don't need a -- I won't be taking anything from anybody, but 
other than that, I'm at the mercy -- I'm at the mercy of golf. 
 
Q. Mark, we talked to a lot of golfers that appeared last year and they 
were so inspired by what you did last year. 
 
KEN GREEN:  You're not actually going to ask him that, are you? 
  
Q. I want to hear what you said.  You saw it from a distance, I assume.  
What did you think about what Ken was able to do last year? 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Yeah, I was watching for sure on the computer.  I 
didn't know the course or who was making the birdies, but I was paying attention 
to how he was doing and talked to him a couple times, and of course he said he 
was nervous and anxious.  Like he said, it took a lot of nerve for him to come out 
here and play and he didn't want to let Mike down.  Again, that's the whole thing 
of best ball is when you're playing with somebody and you don't want to miss a 
putt or something, you know, to help the team.   
 
No, as he said, it's been a rougher go than he thought.  We've played some over 
the winter at Breakers West, at his place, and did a few things.  He's still good, 
don't let him tell you he's not.  He's still got a lot of shots, but considering what 
he's been through and what he has to work with, like Ken just said, he's got to 
shake the pain.  The nerve pain's just got to go away in order for him to play 
enough and practice enough to improve. 
 
Q. A little bit of levity here, I think you both have bowling backgrounds, 
you have a long-term bowling background? 
 
KEN GREEN:  He's got two lanes at his house. 
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MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Yeah, I grew up in a bowling alley in Nebraska.  
Basically that's all I did all winter and obviously Ken and I've bowled hundreds 
and hundreds of games together.  He's been bowling in leagues or something 
like that.  He's got three 300 games, which I can't say I've got one yet. 
 
Q. That's what I was going to ask.  In his media guide profile it mentions 
a 300 game, Ken.  I was going to ask Mark how you compare to that. 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  I don't have officially have one yet.  Not too long ago I 
bowled back to back 265 and 279, and during that stretch I had 13 strikes in a 
row but it's just tough to get them all 12 in one game.  The good news is I do with 
two lanes in my house so I've got plenty of opportunity to do it.  I hope he sees it 
when I do do it. 
 
Q. Do you have like a home field advantage on that, you know how -- 
 
KEN GREEN:  Yeah, he oils it to his favor.  Every time I go there I'm practically in 
the gutter. 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Well, I hadn't figured out my oiler yet, now it's better.  I 
think I've finally got my oiler just right obviously where you can shoot some good 
scores.  When he first came over there and bowled, the lanes were kind of dry 
and he couldn't put enough zip on it to keep it from hugging too much, but I think 
he can now.  He'll be fine now. 
 
KEN GREEN:  When it comes to bowling, I may have those games, but he's 
always been able to throw more strikes.  I've probably been a little more 
consistent, but we're -- it's neck and neck in terms of, you know, who's really 
better at bowling.  He's going to say he is and I'm going to say I am, and that's 
how -- that's what we do.  Whether it's ping pong or drinking beer or sex, it 
doesn't matter, I'm going to be better. 
 
Q. I don't have a followup to that.  Does that translate at all to how the 
golf goes because you guys are so competitive amongst yourselves?  
Does it translate out on the course at all? 
 
KEN GREEN:  Well, I think it used to when we were, quote, younger.  I think.  
You kind of look at each other, you know, when I broke through and it didn't take 
him much longer when he broke through and you keep going back and forth.  It's 
one of those if I can't win, he would be the next choice, but it keeps you, you 
know, kind of moving.  But that's what competitive juices do.  It doesn't matter 
what it is, we're going to be competitive. 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  That's true.  I mentioned that not too long ago, a few 
weeks ago in an interview.  I gave him credit for when he broke through in '85, 
whatever we did, whatever sport we played, whatever we did we, were 
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competitive and we wanted to beat each other, but I think we were really good for 
each other in the mid '80s.  When he won all those tournaments, I would see his 
name go up the board, shit, Green's 5 under, 6 under, it caused me to step it up.  
Had he not broke through in '85 and when I saw what winning did for him, it 
made me want it a little bit more, so I definitely think that that helped me out. 
 
Q. How long have you known each other? 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  We probably met in maybe '76 or '77.  He was on the 
Palm Beach Junior JC golf team and they practiced out of same place my high 
school team practiced out of.  He's two years older than me, and I think we met 
but didn't really get to know each other.  Even in college, he'd sleep till 2:00 and 
then go out to the course, and I was on the opposite schedule.  I got up early and 
did my school and went to the course early. 
 
KEN GREEN:  “Did my school?” 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Yeah, school.  I went to more school than you did. 
 
KEN GREEN:  There's no doubt about that. 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  It still wasn't very much, but really, I think we first got 
to know each other in Pebble in '82.  I don't know, we decided we were going to 
cut costs, share a room, and then we found this little pizza joint that had some 
video games in it and basically -- and beer -- sat in there about five hours a day 
and drank beer and played games. 
 
KEN GREEN:  The game Chase, I believe it was. 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Chase.   
 
Q. Jodie (inaudible) with the newspaper in Louisville.  Can you talk 
about the Senior and the opportunity, can you just talk about how you're 
looking forward to that and playing in a major and the opportunity to have 
that exemption? 
 
KEN GREEN:  Well, I'm really excited.  Again, it will be scary because one thing 
you don't ever want to do in golf is embarrass yourself.  I hate to be so blunt, but 
that's what a golfer, sometimes we fear.  You don't want to make an absolute fool 
of yourself.  I'm hoping I can get a little momentum on the way, a little help here 
and I'll just -- I will absolutely give it everything I have and that's the one -- I don't 
want to call it a blessing, but you know, every time I go out to the golf course, I'm 
happy to be on the golf course.  It does everything for me.  Playing this week, I 
can't even begin to try to explain what it means to be out here playing versus 
being home in my room and, you know, just crying and the dogs are trying to 
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make me better.  It just gives me such a high and another chance just to 
revitalize yourself and we'll see what happens. 
 
Q. Ken, you mentioned earlier last year being here, being a little leery 
and maybe even asking yourself the question, Should I be here.  Did that 
go away over the course of the week or when you went to the Regions or 
Dick's?  At what point did it feel almost normal? 
 
KEN GREEN:  Well, how am I going to phrase this without getting myself in 
trouble? 
 
The one negative that the Champions Tour has is there's too many players that 
hang around, that they shouldn't be here.  They've had great careers on both 
tours and there comes a time when you have to say, you know, it's time to go 
home and play with my friends.   
 
So that made it easier, when I'm still, quote, young but I've obviously got the 
handicap, but realizing that there's -- you know, I basically can avoid finishing 
last, I think I beat three or four guys each time, so that made me, you know -- I 
know it's kind of a warped sense of thought, but that's basically how I try to 
explain it to me. 
 
Q. And also I'm wondering if in conversations that you had with fans at 
those tournaments, is there anything that one of them might have said that 
really jumped out at you or touched you? 
 
KEN GREEN:  You know, it's really -- I can't say one thing has, you know, stuck 
out, but the idea that I can give somebody a little joy or a little boost of 
encouragement does me -- you know, it's a tremendous feeling to think that, you 
know, that I -- somebody thinks what I'm doing is kind of unique and special and 
takes some guts to do it, you know, to fight through what you're fighting through.  
I know I've received numerous letters where I've just cried, you know, when other 
amputees have been -- didn't quite handle it as well as I did and that got them 
over the hump; they realized that they don't have to put a bullet in their head and 
they can move on. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anything else for Mark or Ken?  Congratulations to both of 
you and good luck this week.   


