
Interview Transcript:  Cristie Kerr

September 9, 2010
Pinnacle Country Club

MODERATOR:  Cristie, welcome.  Just kind of some opening thoughts on the 
week and your game coming in and coming back to Arkansas.  

CRISTIE KERR:  It's great to be back here in Arkansas.  P&G's an amazing 
sponsor and they just make it such a great week for us with spa gift certificates, 
the tournament being so great.  Everybody loves the area and the hotel.  It's just 
great to be back.  

I've been playing great.  You know, we had an off week last week, and on 
Tuesday I played in the Notah Begay event with Hunter Mahan.  We ended up 
winning that, we played great.  

I played a practice round here on Tuesday, and then I was in the Thursday pro 
am today and it gets rained out.  So yesterday you can't really get on the golf 
course, so I've not played the course since Tuesday and I'm sure the conditions 
will be, you know, a lot different.  But I played here the last, you know, three or 
four years and know the course fairly well.  I've got a great caddie and I'm just 
going to go out tomorrow and kind of assess how the conditions are on the golf 
course and take it from there.  I've been playing well.

MODERATOR:  Thank you.

Q. Hi, Cristie.  How are you?  Something we've been talking to the 
players all week long is the weather obviously.  Seems like every year 
there's always weather related with the tournament.  

Talk about going into this weekend with the chance of rain and obviously 
the rain today.  How does that change specifically for your game, and what 
kind of mindset do you have to have going into the weekend knowing that 
it will be a little wetter than normal?

CRISTIE KERR:  Yeah, I mean, this is kind of odd with the tropical rain storm 
coming right to Rogers, Arkansas.  But, you know, you just have to be patient, 



you have to stay patient and know that there will be delays probably and if there 
aren't, it's a bonus.  You can't really do anything about the weather, and if you get 
aggravated by it, then that could affect your game.  So you just have to be patient 
and just kind of take the week how it comes.

Q. How do you play when there is weather like this?  Does it affect you 
very much?

CRISTIE KERR:  Well, I won the State Farm this year, the State Farm LPGA 
Classic this year, and we had delays and we were in and out the whole week.  So 
it doesn't really bother me.  Sometimes if you're playing great, you want to keep 
the momentum going, and sometimes with the delay it can actually help you if it's 
not going the way you want, so it just depends.  It all evens out on the end.

Q. You've played here a couple years.  What do you like about this 
course and what do you find challenging about it?

CRISTIE KERR:  I like the course very much.  The changes they made to the 
greens last year I thought were great.  They were in great condition.  I thought 
with over five inches of rain falling it's a smart decision to not have over a 
hundred people on the golf course at the same time.  It could have really done 
some major damage to the course.  But at the same time I feel bad for the 
tournament because every year it seems like there's some issue with weather, 
but you can't control Mother Nature.  But the course is great.  It's very 
challenging on the greens, and the approach shots on the greens you have to 
place them in the correct spots, so you have to kind of think your way around the 
golf course.

Q. With having such a successful year as you've had this season, when 
you come into a tournament like this do you put a lot of pressure on 
yourself knowing what you've done in the past, or do you just kind of keep 
an open mind about it and whatever happens, happens?

CRISTIE KERR:  No, I certainly have my own goals.  I don't just go out and go, 
well, I want to see how the day goes.  I keep in mind scores that I want to shoot, 
things that I want to accomplish.  I think all good players have a plan with what 
they want to accomplish, so I've never been the kind of person that just says, 
well, I'm going to practice and see how it goes.  I prepare.  Every part of my life is 
scheduled out in detail and planned, and having success, I'm very blessed by 
God, obviously, but having success is being prepared.

Q. This is kind of an obvious or whatever, but I mean, having so much 
success this year, how much more fun does that make this season and 
being so high in the rankings and just kind of enjoying week in and week 
out, the grind of the season?



CRISTIE KERR:  It makes it a lot of fun.  It makes it fun to chase the goals that 
you set for yourself.  It makes it a lot more fun, trust me.

Q. Is it a big goal of yours to, after Lorena announced her retirement, it 
seemed like a scrum to get to that Number 1 world ranking for a while.  Was 
that a goal of yours to get to Number 1?

CRISTIE KERR:  Yeah, it always has been, but it was my goal when Annika was 
playing and it was my goal when Lorena was playing.  I didn't say, hey, I want to 
set that goal because Lorena retired or Annika retired.  I've always been around 
the Top 5 in the world and I think that the golf that Ai's playing this year, that I'm 
playing this year and three or four other players, I think even if they were still 
playing, it would be a tight race for Number 1, so it's always been a goal of mine.

Q. Can you talk a little bit about how the play at the top has been really 
impressive with you -- I guess there's been three Number 1s this summer, 
Jiyai, you and Ai, and Yani's been up there and Suzann Pettersen.  Can you 
just talk about how the Top 5 have played?

CRISTIE KERR:  Yeah, I mean, it can change with a good finish every week.  It 
seems like recently I think that the play from the Top 5 in the world rankings has 
been very consistent from week to week and it's just a matter of who makes one 
more putt here or there.  So in years past it's been one person really standing 
out, and this year it's been four or five that have been contending.

Q. With the race being that close, does that help motivate you, like if 
you're having to kind of struggle, just to kind of grind out the round?

CRISTIE KERR:  Yeah, I mean, I'm the kind of player that does that anyways.  
I'm a grinder, and if I'm in 8th, I want to finish 5th.  If I can't win, there are a lot of 
mini goals that can be accomplished even if you don't win tournaments.

Q. Can you talk a little bit about the field for this tournament?  14 of the 
top 15 players in the world are here.  It seems like a pretty loaded field.

CRISTIE KERR:  I think -- well, first off, it's a great purse and a great sponsor in 
P&G, and you know, great golf course and area, and those are all the things that 
you look for for a major golf tournament in drawing the top players in.  They have 
a good date on the schedule, for us, maybe not for the weather, but for us they 
have a good date on the schedule.  I think the weather's supposed to be great for 
the tournament so that's the most important thing.

Did you have a question?



Q. How do you feel about Northwest Arkansas compared to other 
places that you've been?

CRISTIE KERR:  I like it.  There's a lot of stuff to do around the area, the people 
are very friendly, you have great hotels, great restaurants, stuff to do.  A lot of 
times we only get to go from the hotel to the course and back, and this 
tournament site is great for not only doing that, but to enjoy the area as well.

Q. Have you been to any of the Hole in the Wall restaurants?

CRISTIE KERR:  We tend to stay around the hotel, so you go to the Ruth's Chris, 
you go to Carrabba's, Bonefish, room service, it just depends.

MODERATOR:  Thanks.  


