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MODERATOR:  Ai, welcome. 
AI MIYAZATO:  Thank you.

MODERATOR:  Five wins this year, number one in the Rolex rankings, Rolex 
Player of the Year standings as well.  Just talk a little bit about the year so far.
AI MIYAZATO:  I'm very happy about my game so far right now, you know.  
Really, all the top six or seven players on the money list is getting really close, so 
I do need to focus my game, but I'm really enjoying my game right now.

MODERATOR:  You mentioned the money list.  I mentioned Rolex Player of the 
Year in the rankings.  Do any of those motivate you, or it it just mainly you want to 
get out here and play well and win some more tournaments?
AI MIYAZATO:  It's good for me because I never have this experience before.  It 
really is nice to be close to the top, and like I can see like every different -- yeah, 
I can see the different view like every single week, so it's really fun.  But it's also 
tough to play good like every week because sometimes I feel the pressure, but 
it's going to be a really good experience.

MODERATOR:  Questions?

Q. Hello, Ai.  How are you?
AI MIYAZATO:  Hello.

Q. Can you talk a little bit about the weather this week?  It seems we 
talked with the players and they've mentioned that everywhere you guys go 
it seems like you guys bring the rain with you.  With this tournament in the 
past, having rain this week, talk about the rain going into this weekend and 
how does that change your game and how do you mentally prepare for 
that?
AI MIYAZATO:  Nothing changes, I guess, but I played -- I had a practice round 
on Tuesday and it seems like the fairways were really dry, dryer than last year, 
but then we have so much rain today, so it could be play like a little bit more soft 
and maybe play a little bit more longer than usual.  But the greens are going to 
be also soft, so you can be a little more aggressive, too.  So I think it's nothing 
changed and nothing -- no bad effect, so I think it should be fine.



Q. Now that you've had a chance to play the course a couple of times, 
what do you like about the course and what do you find challenging about 
it?
AI MIYAZATO:  We have some tournaments like this, only three-day 
tournaments, so you need to be a little more aggressive and try to make some 
birdies out there.  And then I played well the last couple years on this golf course 
so I'm looking forward to it.

Q. Having such a successful year on the Tour so far this year, do you 
put more pressure on your shoulders going into these kinds of 
tournaments knowing how much success you've had in the past, or do you 
just go into it saying whatever happens, happens?
AI MIYAZATO:  It's tough to explain it, but I didn't expect that I could win five 
times this year, but then it just happen.  I found my -- I found my style since last 
year when I won the Evian and now it's just really comfortable with my game and 
just trying my best and see what's going to happen like almost every week.

Q. Has having so much success this year almost been surprising?
AI MIYAZATO:  Very surprising, very surprising, but I really worked on my short 
game during the off season so that helped my game a lot, so that's why I think 
I'm playing good.

Q. Was there anything you changed in your short game?
AI MIYAZATO:  No, nothing, but my distance is really consistent right now, like in 
100 yards, around the greens and everything.

Q. (Question in Japanese.)
AI MIYAZATO:  I can understand a little bit.

Q. (Continues in Japanese.) 
A. I could understand a little bit, but then I kind of confused.

Q. Do you need the question in English or Japanese, whether a man or 
a woman is your favorite golfer?
AI MIYAZATO:  My favorite golfer is Annika.  I was following Annika since when I 
played in Japan, so it's been a long time.  She's like my model.  She changed the 
golf, women's golf, I think, so I think she's my idol.

Q. Isao Aoki -- 
AI MIYAZATO:  Aoki-san.

Q. Aoki-san, have you followed him through sometimes in his career 
when you were much younger?
AI MIYAZATO:  Not really, but I played with him like about six years ago and he's 
just too big for me.  But I had such a good talk with him at the time and he seems 



like, you know, a really nice guy.  I know he did well on the PGA Tour, I guess, but 
you know he's really famous in Japan, so he's also a good model.

Q. Is there some advice that he gave you when you played with him?
AI MIYAZATO:  No, he said nothing, but I just, you know, watching his game and 
just learning everything.

Q. Thank you.
AI MIYAZATO:  Thank you.

Q. After Lorena announced that she was going to retire, was taking over 
the Number 1 ranking, was that a big goal of yours coming into this season 
knowing she was going to retire about midway through?
AI MIYAZATO:  (through interpreter)  I was obviously very surprised when I 
learned of her news that she was retiring, but in a way it was kind of fortunate 
because I didn't really have time to think about taking over the number one spot.  
But then on the same week that she retired, I was able to win, so it just kind of 
happened that it was me, you know, trying to take over her spot.

Q. Is it a goal to hold onto that spot for the year, because it seems like 
there's a lot of flip-flop between you and Jiyai and Cristie.

AI MIYAZATO:  Um-hmm.

Q. Is there a lot of inner challenge between the three of y'all to hold onto 
that spot through the year?
AI MIYAZATO:  (through interpreter)  I definitely feel like it will keep on changing 
and I don't know if I can keep it, but I feel like this will be a very good experience 
and it's worth the challenge to maintain it.

Q. Just as the season starts to wind down, how fun is it that so many of 
the top players have shown up to make this a big tournament?  I guess 14 
of the top 15 are here in the world rankings, that makes it a late season 
tournament kind of almost like a mini-major with all the big names here.  14 
of the top 15 are here, everyone but Paula.
AI MIYAZATO:  (through interpreter)  Well, it's obviously a great field this year, 
but you know, for me personally it might be a new experience because of the 
First Tee kids that are playing this year.  

MODERATOR:  Thanks, Ai.


