
    
 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  BERNHARD LANGER
February 18, 2011

MODERATOR:  Okay.  Bernhard, 64 today and you and Russ are tied for the first 
round lead.  Very nice playing.  Take us through your round if you could.

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I got off to a very good start, birdieing the first hole -- do 
you want to go through the clubs?

MODERATOR:  Yeah, that would be great.

BERNHARD LANGER:  3-wood and sand iron to about eight feet.  Second hole, I hit 4-
iron and caught it a little bit higher on the club so ended up a little short on the front 
edge, just short of the front edge.  Chipped it and left it eight, nine feet short and missed 
the putt.  Third hole was a driver, 3-wood about 12 yards short of the green and I 
chipped it in.  That was a nice surprise.  And 4 was driver, 8-iron to about 15 feet.  And 
then we went on to 7, that should be a par 5, shouldn't it?  Yeah.  Hit driver, hybrid to 
about 30 feet, two putts.  And then number 9 was driver, lob wedge to one and a half 
feet.  And 12, hard time remembering 12, what that looked like.

MODERATOR:  Par 5.

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yep.  I have a blank.  I remember the other par 5 because I 
made par instead of birdie, so I don't remember this one.  I'm sorry, whatever.
As I said, 14, I went driver, 3-wood on 14 in the bunker and didn't get it up and down.  I 
missed about a six-, seven-footer.  And then 15, I hit 6-iron on the green and made a 
long putt, probably every bit of 50 feet.  And 17, I hit driver, 8-iron to about five feet.  And 
I still can't remember 12.  Getting old, having a senior moment.  That might help, 
actually.

MODERATOR:  Overall, are you pleased with the way you played?

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I drove the ball well.  I think I hit every fairway except 18, 
when I hooked it a little bit with the wind in the bunker, but drove the ball well.  Hit some 
good iron shots and a couple not quite so good.  Putting was pretty decent.  It was nice 
to hole that really long putt.  And putted fairly solid except for the one on 14, I would with 



loved to have made that one, but overall it was a pretty solid round.  I enjoyed it.  It was 
fun being out there.

MODERATOR:  We'll just go to questions.

Q.   On 15, the 6-iron, were you the front of the green and had that putt to -- 

BERNHARD LANGER:  The pin was front left and I was front right, so straight across.

Q.   Fun reaction from you raising both hands on that one.  You're one of the 
guys who's always been known for very calm exterior out on the golf course.  A 
lot of the players have that, say they look calm internally but there's still a lot 
going on, nervousness and that sort of a thing, more on Sunday.  Is that true for 
you, too, even though you have a very placid exterior --

BERNHARD LANGER:  No, there's always stuff going on inside.  We show expressions, 
too, but they don't always show it on TV.  I might make a putt and they follow the ball, 
and by the time they come back to me, I'm done and over with, literally.  You see the ball 
going in and you pump the fist or you jump or do something.  By the time the camera 
comes around to you, it's like eight seconds later.  Well, you don't always celebrate for 
30 seconds, so they're missing a lot of that unless they have two cameras, but that's 
how it is, but there's stuff going on inside constantly.

Q.   Is an even temperament something that you learned early on as necessary 
for success in the game?

BERNHARD LANGER:  I think that is my temperament and it helps me even though I'm 
pretty firery and I'm pretty tough on myself and hard on myself.  Sometimes I have to 
watch my language.  Talking to myself isn't always the best, but I've learned to control 
that over the years, too.  I have more positive self-talk than a negative one because it is 
easy to get down on yourself.  Let's face it, we're only going to hit a few perfect shots 
and everything else is somewhat not up to standard, you know, not up to the highest 
standard that we like to have and achieve.  So what did Hogan say or somebody, only 
hit about three or four perfect shots a round?  Not that I'm Hogan, but I still have a very 
high standard.

Q.   Talk more about that putt.  What were you looking at or what were you 
trying to do?

BERNHARD LANGER:  That putt on 15?  Well, we -- you know, we looked at it, and I 
said to my caddie, What do you see?  He said, Not much.  But when you're that far 
away, I was just trying to get it close.  I was trying to work on speed.  
So I lined it up and it took off and I thought this is looking really good, it's looking even 
better now, hope I read it right, and then it just kept its line and it went right in the 
middle.  It had perfect pace.  It never looked like missing the last two feet, but you don't 
know until it goes in, especially the greens are really beautiful out here but this type of 
grass sometimes makes the ball move, you know, when it loses speed.  So you have to 
wait until it disappears before you -- it's not like Augusta where you can celebrate four 



feet away, where you know it's going to go in.  It's just a different type of grass, but it's 
beautifully manicured and well maintained.

Q.   Talk about being hard on yourself and the positive self-talk.  Is a strong 
start today and all in response to not the best tournaments coming out of the gate 
for you this season?

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, it's true, I wasn't really happy the first two tournaments I 
played.  There were good moments in both of those tournaments, but there were also 
too much other stuff, too many dropped shots, too many missed opportunities and 
simple, whatever, you know, missed birdies and easy bogeys, that sort of thing. 

So I worked really hard the last few days, extremely hard; maybe too much, you know.  I 
kind of wore myself out, but it didn't show today.  I had enough energy to play the 18 
holes and I just felt I needed to improve on certain areas and I showed improvement 
today.  My putting was better, my driving was excellent, and some of my irons were 
pretty good.  So hopefully I'm going in the right direction and be back where I finished 
off last year.

Q.   (inaudible) Extra work you --

BERNHARD LANGER:  No, it shouldn't be now because I thought today might be the 
day I might be tired because I worked extremely hard Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
but I felt okay today, so I should get enough rest now for the weekend.

Q.  Bernhard, Fred Couples is leading in LA right now.

BERNHARD LANGER:  Is he?  Good for him, all right.  One for the old guys.

Q.   What do you think about him playing there?  Obviously 10 or 20 years 
ago, guys that came out, except for the majors, guys that came out on this Tour, 
they pretty much played this Tour exclusively, but obviously that's changed, for 
some players anyway.  What are your thoughts on that?

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, you know, everybody's different, and if you're exempt on 
both Tours, some guys just like certain courses out there.  I think that's what Freddie's 
doing.  I talked to him in Hawaii about it.  He just loves Riviera.  He likes the golf course, 
he's done well there before, so why not if that's what he wants to do.  

For me it was a difference in I played on the European Tour and the PGA Tour for so 
many years and I thought I don't miss it.  I like what I find out here.  I don't want to play 
more than 20 to 24 events and that's what I can do out here, I don't need to go 
anywhere else.  But you have a Fred Funk or some other guys, Tom Pernice, they're not 
happy playing 24 events, they want to play 30 or 35, I guess.  So they're still excited 
going out to the PGA Tour and trying some of the tournaments there.  So everyone's 
different and that's fine, that's good.  But I'm not surprised that Freddie's leading 
because he's got the game to compete anywhere.  He's long enough.



Q.   With Russ, talk about playing with him and how well you know him.  He's 
played well the last couple of years.

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, Russ has come a long ways.  He was a pretty good 
player on the PGA Tour and he went into a bit of a lull and didn't do a lot for a number of 
years, I think.  He came out here, it took him a few months to get -- find his game, but 
once he won a tournament and gained some confidence, he's had some very low 
scores and he's capable of going very low.  He hits the ball long, he hits it pretty 
accurate and he's a pretty good putter, so that's a pretty lethal combination.

MODERATOR:  Anything else?

Q.   Follow up on Russ.  Is he one of the guys that's always been known for 
having all the pieces but something maybe always seemed a little missing, where 
you guys -- some of the more successful players on Tour would see how Russ 
maybe could have had more success?

BERNHARD LANGER:  It's difficult for me to answer that because I didn't know Russ 
that well on the PGA Tour.  Obviously we were paired here and there together, but we 
didn't spend a whole lot of time together.  I don't know what part of the game, whether 
he was an underachiever, overachiever, whatever went on in his life, if he was hurt or 
not.  I have no idea.  So I've just been watching him the last few years out here because 
I see a lot of him and he's one of the guys that can run away with a tournament and play 
at a very high level.

MODERATOR:  Thank you.  We'll see you tomorrow.

BERNHARD LANGER:  Okay, good.


