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February 17, 2011

MODERATOR:  Okay, Mark.  Thanks for joining us this afternoon now.  Coming 
back to a familiar place.  You won a Merrill Lynch Shootout here in 2007, I think, 
with Woody Austin.

MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Right.

MODERATOR:  You come back as a Champions Tour member now.  Just a few 
thoughts about coming back to Naples, and I guess you played pretty good in the 
pro-am today.

MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  I did.  We love Naples, actually.  I love playing in the Shark 
Shootout, actually.  It's a fun tournament to be a part of and we know all the yummy 
spots to eat in here in Naples and we went to Campiello's last night, which is certainly 
one of them.  It's a good spot.  We love South Florida, period.  

So today was the first day I played The Quarry here and I had a good day.  I had a great 
team, it was a lot of fun, made a lot of birdies, and you know, there's a lot of space out 
there.  I think they could have put a hundred -- about five courses out here, I think.  
Thank God there's shuttles in between tees and greens.  But the course is in great 
shape and the weather's supposed to be good, so I think you'll see a lot of low scores.

MODERATOR:  Talk about your game.  You played on the PGA Tour a little bit and 
just talk about that right now.

MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Yeah, I played a couple Tour events early in the year, just 
took my top 25 career exemption just for no other reason other than I was going to have 
to either this year or next year, so I figured I might as well do it this year.  

My schedule really isn't going to change much on the Champions Tour.  I'm going to 
play them all anyway, so something to do a little bit.  This is only the second 
tournament, really; a full field tournament.  There's a few weeks off after this and a 
tournament and another week or two off.  So we really don't get cranked up out here 



until the middle or end of March.  So I thought it would be fun to play some Tour events 
to start the year.  

And I played okay at the Hope and bad in Phoenix.  I'm going to do Honda in a couple 
weeks and Innisbrook, where I've had success both places.  And in between that, fly out 
to L.A. for the Toshiba, so I have a good schedule coming up.

You know, this tour is my tour now.  You know, a couple guys kind of looked at me a little 
funny when they saw me at the Hope in Phoenix, what are you doing out here, I thought 
you were done with this Tour.  It's still fun to pop out there every once in a while, but I do 
feel more at ease and more at home out here with guys my own age.

MODERATOR:  We'll just go to questions.  We have a microphone here, please 
wait for the mic.  Raise your hand.  Start us off.

Q.   You're one of the guys who's continued to play well well into your 40s, 
also on the regular Tour.  Any reservations about committing full time out here, 
why not, maybe stay out there a little longer?

MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  You know, if you would asked me that question two years ago 
or even two and a half years ago, when I had a great -- I won in '07, I won the PODS 
and had a really good year, you know, I would have kind of said I was looking forward to 
this.  

But I still thought I had a lot of game to play the PGA Tour, and then as it turned out, 
pretty much the last year and a half, most of the last part of '08 and all '09, or '09 and all 
'10, whatever it was.  No, '08 and '09 and the first half of '10  until I turned 50, it was just 
a battle.  It seemed like every week I was coming down the last nine holes on the cut 
line.  All right, I've got to shoot 2 under to make the cut or I've got to birdie one of the 
last four to make the cut, or just not make a bogey or a double and I'll make the cut.  But 
either way, it was just make cut, cut, cut, cut, cut.  I never really rolled into a tournament 
going, okay, I'm playing great, I'm going to shoot right up the leaderboard and try to win 
this rascal.

My mind changed to just battling the cut line.  Half the time I made it on the nose and 
half the time I missed it by one, and that just gets old and I had had enough.  At that 
point, I said I just can't wait to get to the Champions Tour where I know I'm going to be 
playing on the weekend.  That was basically how I felt.  

So I did kind of just dump the PGA Tour mentally and began to look forward to this.  I'm 
still there.  It's still fun.  You know, if I didn't have my top 25 career money and my Top 
50, which I'll use in a few years, I wouldn't be playing Tour events and I would be out 
here strictly full time and that's it, but I do have those, so I might as well play a few 
events.  

You never know, I could roll in there and if a miracle happened, I could have a chance to 
win, so that's kind of why I'll play a handful.  I'll probably play six or seven Tour events 
this year, and I imagine in a few years when I use my Top 50, I'll play six or seven again 



and then I'll be officially done with it.  But I might as well play a few here or there when 
we're not playing on the Champions Tour and see if I can get lucky.
Q.   How keen will you be to get a win?  You were close last year.  In the six 
months that you were out here, you know, a never-gets-old kind of thing even 
though it's been relatively recent for you on the regular Tour?

MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Yeah, it's been a while now since I've won.  It seems like the 
last 10 or 12 years on the Tour, I won about every three years, and it's been four years 
since I won the PODS basically.  So, you know, I'm kind of getting itchy for that again.  

I don't think about it now.  When I come out to these Tour events, you know, I'm not the 
favorite.  I know I'm not the favorite out here on the Champions Tour.  There's Russ 
Cochran, there's John Cook.  A bunch of guys, they're all playing better than I am.  

I've got to play great to win, just like anybody else does, but those guys have proven it 
week in and week out.  Tom Lehman, he's played great on both Tours.  I don't mean to 
omit anybody, but I've got to have a really good week to have a chance to win, even on 
this Tour, so I'm not getting impatient with it at all.  I thought I was playing decent going 
into last week and, you know, couldn't break 70 on that course.  Then I played great 
today, but the tournament starts tomorrow, so we'll see what happens.  You know, it's a 
long year.  I've got 25 more starts out here, 24 more Tour events out here on the 
Champions Tour, so I'll have some chances eventually.

Q.   (Inaudible.)

MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Well, you want to -- you don't want to leave anything out 
there, you know, as far as the money goes.  It's like I said, every week out here is kind 
of a mini Tour championship.  You're going to make a check; it's just a question of how 
much or how little, you know.  But, you know, winning's my goal.  It's always kind of 
been my goal except for the last few years on the regular Tour when making the cut was 
my goal.  But there's no cut out here, so I want to have a chance to win and I'll have 
some chances to win this year, just whether it's this week or in April or June or whatever.  
If I win, I win, but you know, yeah, I need to make money.

Q.   You mentioned those names.  How difficult is it to win out here on the 
Champions Tour?

MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  It's real difficult because, you know, our courses, the ones 
I've played -- I haven't even played just over half a year yet, half the courses.  You know, 
this is the first time I've been here.  Seems like every week a handful of guys really go 
nuts.  Actually, with the exception of the last week, there was some pretty good breeze 
and the greens were super-duper fast.  You know, 13 under is not that low of a winning 
score on that course, I didn't think.  That's very doable.  Is that what he shot, or 14?  
Whatever it was.  You know, that's not -- that's not all-star, super low, ridiculous.  And 
the wind had a little bit something to do with it and the speed of the greens, but seems 
like other than that, nearly every week there's a couple guys, a handful of players that 
really played great and that's hard to get over that.  You've got to be one of those 
handful. 



Like David Frost last year in Minnesota, I was 18 under and finished second and 
thought that was pretty good and lost by seven.  And Ted Schulz beat me, I lost by a 
couple at Pebble.  He made four up-and-downs out of his mind on the back nine.  You 
know, you've got to give him credit because he did it, but I screwed the par 5s up.  That 
could have been another one that I could have had a chance to win.  

Still, the right things have to happen.  You know, nobody's ever won a tournament 
without getting lucky somewhere along the way, so you've got to have good breaks, 
you've got to make some putts that you're not expecting to make and get it up and down 
most of the time, you know.  Things have to go your way for sure.

Q.   Some guys, when they come off the regular Tour, have to adjust a little bit 
to having justs the three rounds.  How's that been for you?  Do you have a 
different mindset knowing, you know, I don't have another day?

MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  It's a little bit different.  The two tournaments Kenny Perry 
played last year, he really felt like it was a sprint, you know?  It's just 18 holes less than 
a regular Tour event.  It's not like it's every week's just 36 holes, you know.  54 holes is 
still a lot of holes. 

But having said that, the first day really does become important because if you play your 
way around a 72, odds are you're not going to win the tournament, probably not even 
going to have a chance to win the tournament because you've got to shoot 20 under par 
or 15, 17 under, whatever.  

The good weather this week, I would expect 15 to 20 under winning this thing 
depending on how they set up.  So if you blaze around here a in 72 tomorrow, you're 
screwed.  So in that sense, the first day becomes very important.  I think that's been the 
biggest adjustment to me, that I think patience kind of goes a little bit out the window 
and you've got to come out blazing.

Q. Mark, you said that hovering around the cut line on the regular Tour 
(inaudible at that point.  Now that you're here and you know that this is where 
you're going to be most of the time, does that kind of take a little weight off your 
shoulders, make it a little more fun out there?

MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Absolutely, there's no question.  I felt that almost immediately 
last year once I started and once I got going out here and that was nice.  Like I said, I 
knew I was going to be playing on the weekend and I was like, okay, I've got 54 holes.  
Even if things didn't go -- having said that, even if things didn't go great right off the bat, 
you've got another 51 holes to make it up.  If you bogey one of the first couple holes or 
something, okay, I've got 51 more holes or 49 more holes, I can get hot and go nuts and 
work my way back up there.  

Like in Phoenix, I got off to a bad start and I was 3 over through 10, and then I hit it in 
the water on 11.  All of a sudden, if it would have been a Champions Tour event, I would 
have said I've got 44 more holes, just relax and find your way back, but it became -- my 



thought was I've got to play the next 24 holes, 25 holes, 6 under just to make the cut, 
you know, as opposed to thinking I had the rest of the week to kind of get it back.  Then 
I tried to get even more aggressive and made another bogey and then you're pretty 
much done for, and that doesn't happen out here.  I mean, you can be done for as far as 
your thought of winning, but you can still finish 10th or 8th or 15th and have what you 
felt was like a good tournament and get yourself some momentum going into the next 
tournament.  That's kind of like what it feels like to me.

Q.   When you look back at your regular career, I don't know if the British 
Open is maybe your proudest achievement.  If not, maybe what else is in the list?  
And on the other side, are there any regrets at all for anything that you chased 
that you didn't get?

MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Definitely, the British Open was my best achievement.  You 
know, four Ryder Cup teams was, even though I didn't have that great a time in any of 
them, the only one that we won, I lost the last four holes to Monty.  I was kind of shell 
shocked, I don't even remember anything after that.

But I do remember them and they were fun.  One President's Cup team, you know, over 
the years it was -- you know, it's a good career.  I should have won more.  I won 13 
times, I don't even know how many seconds I've had, 27, rough guess.  Norman's had a 
few more and maybe somebody else, but that's a lot of seconds.  I probably guestimate 
I probably just straight gave away about 10 tournaments and made 17 great rallies to 
finish second, but yeah, I should have won more.  

I think most anybody will tell you they should have won more.  It's hard to believe Tom 
Lehman only won five tournaments out there.  That just blows my mind as good as he is 
and has been throughout his whole career.  Some guys you think, you know, had real 
long, steady careers and only won three, four, five tournaments.  It's always been hard 
to win and still is.

So 13 is not bad.  It could have been 20, but you know, the really only other major I 
could have won, the Masters in '88, but Sandy Lyle pulled it out and you've got to give 
him credit for that.  Another major would have been nice.  At that time I was pretty sure I 
was going to win the Masters.  Everybody says, well, what do you think?  I said, you 
know, he hit a miraculous shot and won the tournament.  I said, I'll get a green jacket 
some day.  I was young and cocky, no big deal.  That's what you think when you're that 
age.  It's been good.  I'm still having fun.

MODERATOR:  Anybody else?

Q.   You've always been known for -- recognized by a lot of people for your 
candidness, just being real forthcoming with the folks, not necessarily whether it 
was the right thing to say or not.  

Is there a source of that for you in your upbringing where someone kind of 
imparted that, or is it just something you always felt?



MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  I think where I grew up in a small town in Nebraska where 
everybody knew everybody and you couldn't get away with anything, a town of 920 
people and my parents I think brought me up right, you know.  

I'm not saying I'm a great -- I was a great kid or anything, but I knew the difference 
between right or wrong and I knew, you know, not telling the truth or lying was bad.  So I 
just kind of try to -- I just always had a good open, honest -- you know, I try to tell you 
what's on my mind.  My mind doesn't always operate very normally, so some of it kind of 
comes out funny or dry or, you know, self-deprecating, or whatever you want to call it.

But it's all right.  That's who I am and I'm kind of still the same way.  I'll tell you I think I 
suck most of the time and a lot of guys will kind of sugarcoat it and not tell you that, but 
we all think it.  Even Tiger Woods, I've heard him mutter that under his breath a few 
times.  So it's a process.  We're working on the right things and it's a process.

MODERATOR:  Okay.  Mark, thank you.

MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  It's still a process.  It ain't gonna get any easier, Tiger.  It's a 
tough process.

MODERATOR:  Good luck this week.

MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  All right, thanks.  


