
    
 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  GARY PLAYER
February 16, 2011

MODERATOR:  Ladies and gentlemen, we're pleased to be joined this morning in 
the interview room by World Golf Hall of Fame member Gary Player.  

Gary, 24th year of the tournament.  This is your 23rd appearance, easily more 
than anyone else in tournament history, and you were the first winner in 1988.  

Can you just start us off maybe by talking about what you remember about the 
first win here in Naples and how this tournament's grown and the Champions 
Tour since then.

GARY PLAYER:  First of all, it's always -- I think everybody really enjoys coming to 
Naples.  It's a very special place, and the tournament is like a lot of other tournaments 
that have not continued; this has continued with a lot of different golf courses.  I must 
say we've played probably more different golf courses in this event than any other event 
we've played on the Tour, but Naples has kept it going, to their credit, and obviously it's 
a very, very good tournament to have.  I found the galleries here over the year.  

The golf course is in magnificent condition, but it's not a golf course that's conducive to 
galleries to walk, but they've always been extremely enthusiastic and always had good 
opportunity over the years, so all in all, the tournament's really been -- cold everywhere 
else and you come here, except for last year.  I know last year I was getting up at 4:30 
every morning to come back and finish one hole and never got it done, but it's been a 
very, very nice tournament.  It's something that all the players have really enjoyed over 
the years.

MODERATOR:  Maybe some thoughts about that first win in 1988.  What do you 
remember about that?

GARY PLAYER:  You know, when you get to 75 and you ask me to remember 
something in 1988, it's not too easy, but I think I was battling it out with Dave Hill, if I'm 
not mistaken.  That's correct?

MODERATOR:  I think so, yes.



GARY PLAYER:  And it went down the line, as all tournaments do, but that's all I 
remember.

MODERATOR:  Okay.  We notice you played three official events last year, so 
you're sort of winding down on the Champions Tour, but I know you're not 
winding down worldwide, so maybe what you've been up to lately. 
 
GARY PLAYER:  Designing a lot of golf courses at the moment, and it's very hard to 
play if you don't play every week and practice and devote your time to doing tournament 
play.  So having taken my retirement a few years ago enables you to play 11 
tournaments, but I played three last year.  We did win the Legends last year, which was 
nice, nice to have won.  But I'm playing -- I'll play about the same this year, probably 
three tournaments, and I'm doing a lot of traveling and -- 

(Interruption) 

GARY PLAYER:  ....every third hole, I said, Wait a minute, bloody -- I have to have a 
wee drum.  He still had that Scottish accent.

MODERATOR:  We'll open it up for questions.  George?  George, have you got a 
question?

Q.  (Inaudible)

GARY PLAYER:  I think that -- I don't think there's any comparison in the way we looked 
after each other.  I mean, you know, they're not in what you call great health where 
they're strong and fit.  And I still am very fit, I still do situps five times a week.  I do 
crunches and situps, and I do another kind of thing where you lie on your back and you 
pull your legs and your head in, which is even tougher than a normal situp.  

So I kept in good shape and can still walk a golf course and lots of energy.  So there's a 
great difference in our health factors and I think that's the reason why I've kept playing.

In fact, you know, it's interesting.  Arnold and Jack used to think I was a bit of a nut 
when we used to travel and I would be going off to the gym and squatting with 325 
pounds and working out in the gym.  In those days, nobody believed in it.  

There was a famous golf architect, I'll not mention his name, and the night when I won 
the Grand Slam -- I wanted to beat Nicholas.  You've got to come and practice at St. 
Louis.  I said, I don't have enough money, I'm going to go play the Tour.  He said, Come 
and practice and get settled.  

And I did and it made a big difference.  But that night before I won I was squatting with 
325 days.  In those days in the gym, you had to put a thing around your neck and a 
rubberband.  You didn't have these machines where you could sit down and squat.  And 
this architect said, Gary Player has no chance of playing golf after 35 years of age.  



Even Bear Bryant didn't have a dumbbell in his gymnasium, not even a 5-pound weight 
in his gymnasium, where today, look at these guys bench pressing and squatting with 
500 pounds.  It's a different world.  It's a different world in all kinds of things.  

The biggest difference in the world is 80 percent of athletes are on performance-
enhancing drugs.  That's the tragedy.  And they say golfers are the cleanest of all 
sports, but I don't know.  It's a very, very changed world.  

You just saw the man who won the Tour de France, his title was taken away.  You've just 
read about Lance Armstrong in Sports Illustrated ^ handing their gold medals back.  

Oh, man, I tell you, it's just young boys of 16 years of age taking HGH.  It's a different 
world.  The rewards are so great.  I don't know how they're going to stop it, I don't know 
how they're going to stop it.  People dying from taking it, going to jail from taking it.  
Everyday you read about somebody.  It's a different world.

MODERATOR:  What's it been like for you to have almost outgrown (inaudible) 
reference to Tommy Armour.  You're now on the same Tour with guys 25 years 
younger than you are.

GARY PLAYER:  Well, Bernhard Langer has been -- A, he's been a role model, a real 
role model for young people in the world as far as looking after his body's concerned.  I 
think that's -- my personal opinion, the biggest problem facing the United States today is  
obesity.  More people are dying of obesity than all the world put together.  You read so 
little about it.  

Twenty-six percent of the youth are obese and over 50 percent of the population are 
obese, and there will probably about 100 million people with diabetes.  How the 
healthcare is going to pay for it, I would love to know.  

This is very much on my mind when I see somebody like Bernhard.  I get very excited 
because, you know, a young man can come to the tournament with his father, his 
grandfather and say, Look at this man, he's a senior, but look at the shape he's in.  

Bernhard has played well for a long time, and I think when people judge golfers, they 
tend to forget that.  For me, that's why I thought Sam Snead was such a wonderful 
golfer.  He played for such a long time.  He's like a Mercedes engine, lasts a long time, 
more than a lot of other engines.  

Bernhard has done that, he's played for a long time.  He's also a gentleman, a 
gentleman.  

I told my wife the other day -- George, it was interesting.  I flew over -- about four 
months ago, the first time I ever flew to the United States nonstop from South Africa.  It 
was 16 hours, and after the first hour I thought, I have to sit here for 14 -- and it wasn't a 
jet and it stopped five times and it flew at 27,000 feet right into storms.  



I said, Man, watch me, get off the plane.  He said, You know, traveling with you is like 
traveling on my own.  I slept 13 hours of the 16 hours, but I can do that.  Going to bed 
last night and I slept 10 hours.  

I can also -- if I've got an early morning breakfast, like tomorrow, and I'm an hour away, 
so I can go to bed and have six hours and get away with it.  To be a good sleeper is a 
big, big plus.

Q. Is the 4:30 wakeup call any harder now?

GARY PLAYER:  No, no, it's easier now, it's easier, because I'm a rancher and five 
months a year I ranch and I'm up at 5:00 every morning working on the farm, so I'm 
used to that.

Q. (Inaudible)

GARY PLAYER:  Well, the memories of Augusta are something special.  Meeting Bobby 
Jones, a great gentleman of golf, a man who's admired worldwide.  Clifford Roberts, 
who played a prominent part in Augusta obviously; Eisenhower, and the battles that 
Arnold, Jack and I had there over the years.  

You know, in the driveway he said to me, Tell me some of the records you had at 
Augusta.  And I tell him, I made the most cuts in a row, finished in the Top 10 14 times, 
played in the most number of Masters ever.  These are wonderful memories, and this is 
a great, beautiful place.  

And I like the British Open.  For me, the number one tournament in the world.  I've got a 
rating for all four of the Majors.  There's a special rating for all four, but the Masters is 
the best one.  There's nothing that's run like Augusta, but it's played in the same place 
every year and that's a big plus, a big, big plus, so the beauty's there.  

You know, enthusiasm is the greatest sense in life, and the enthusiasm with the crowds 
and the cheering ringing through those hills and those forests is something special, and 
being the first major of the year.

Q. (Inaudible) 

GARY PLAYER:  When I had a one-shot, are you saying?

Yes, it's funny how everybody remembers that, but they don't remember what he did to 
me the next year.  You know, it's interesting because they said Arnold Palmer blew it, 
and Sports Illustrated was very kind and they said, No, Gary Player won it, because I 
had a four-shot lead going into 14 and I was in the trees on the right and had a clear 
gap going up number 14.  I could have knocked it up to 14 and just hit a little sand 
wedge in and I couldn't get the people to move.  I was a young guy over here.  I was a 
guest.  With Nicklaus, he would have sat on his bag and waited until they moved.  I tried 
to chip it back on the fairway, and the 13 fairway slopes like that and it's hard and I 



chipped it out and it ran in the creek and I made double-bogey.  Then I made six at 15, 
and they said you know, this guy went double-bogey 6 but he still won it.  

But the interesting thing is the next year, I've got Arnold Palmer, and everybody made a 
fuss about that shot that Tiger Woods hit at 16 at the back of the green where he 
chipped up, was coming semi-uphill and he chipped and the ball sat at the hole, 
remember, and it fell in.  

Well, I've got Arnold by two shots and I've got a chance to be the first person to ever win 
at Augusta twice in a row.  I've got him two shots, three holes to go.  I hit first and I put it 
in 10 foot from the hole at 16.  He missed the green to the right in the fringe.  

Now, if you've ever been to Augusta, you've got to putt down there.  To keep it on the 
green is an effort.  You've got to hit it 25 foot to the right, and I said to my caddie, We've 
won.  I said, Can you imagine?  We've won, because I know you cannot get down in two 
from there.  

It came down at 100 miles an hour, hit the flag and went right in the hole.  Then he gets 
up, he duck-hooks it in Eisenhower Tree, comes down under the tree, knocks a 5-iron.  I 
knocked a 9-iron 25 foot from the hole, in.

Then in the playoff, I was out in 33, he was 36, and he came back.  He played a 
magnificent back nine.  He came back in 31 and he beat me in the playoff.  

So, you know, there's no such thing as giving it, losing it.  There's only one thing you do; 
you win it or you lose it.  Some guys, imagine the stories about how I had it won and 
how I didn't win.  You can go on with stories forever.  

I try to tell my son -- he used to say to me, Dad, I played so beautifully today.  I said, 
What did you score?  74.  I said, You played like a bum.  The next day, he comes and 
says, Dad, I shot 69, I didn't play well.  I said, That's what counts.  That's the bottom 
line.

Q. (Inaudible.) ...kind of where this Tour is right now, a lot of young guys, how 
hard it is for someone to win on the Champions Tour?

GARY PLAYER:  You know, I've always -- due to frustrations I've tried to have -- not 
tried to have, but I have had in the last I would say, 20 years, A, nobody worries about 
health.  One out of probably -- maybe one out of 2,000 people worry about health and 
do something about it.  That's number one.  So one of my great ambitions is to get it 
through to young people in the States, I do talking at schools, on television, get it 
through to the young people that your body is a holy temple and you've got to exercise 
and watch what you eat and get a great education.  That seems to have gone out the 
window.  In fact, it's gone out of the window; not seems to.  

And secondly is the senior Tour -- when I tell people I'm more proud of my nine majors 
on the senior Tour than I am on the regular Tour, they look at me -- in fact, one guy said 
to me in Hawaii -- there's a lady sitting there.  When I told him that, and he said, Well, 



that's S-H-I-T.  I said, Well, that's your opinion.  I said, What's your handicap?  He said 
21.  I said, Well, then you don't understand.  

You've got to win majors after 50, not before 50, and the thing is that the guys that come 
out here and the standard of play has probably been the most amazing thing I've seen 
in my career, the standard of play.  How they come off the regular Tour almost in the 
twilight of their golf and suddenly they get a mulligan and they recharge, it regenerates, 
and they come out and they start playing better, better than they played on the regular 
Tour.  That's the strange thing.  

I think one of the things that really got the message through was Tom Watson at the age 
of nearly 60, and he should have won the -- well, of course, there again we talk about 
"should haves."  But he played and I've got to say yeah, he should have won.  The ball 
hit on the green, and then you can say everybody else had -- there were five guys that 
had a chance to win and didn't.  

But anyway, he nearly won the Open at 60, and if he was 25, he would have won it by 
10 shots.  And people say, damn it all, you know, if this guy's 60 and he, you know, 
could have won the Open, man, they must be able to play on that senior Tour.  And I 
don't know where Thomas finished on our money list the last five years --

Q. Well, he hasn't played that many events.  If he played a full schedule, he 
probably would have finished higher, but he's been in the Top 30.

GARY PLAYER:  Well, he's in the Top 30 all the time.  There's a lot of guys out here that 
play like crazy.  It's not as though he's coming out here and being the leading money, 
leading money, leading money winner.  You say Top 30.  I don't know what it was, I 
haven't looked at the stats.  But there's a lot of guys out here that play like -- I remember 
Orville Moody coming out here.  Now, Orville Moody won the U.S. Open and he was a 
nice player.  He was shooting, if you go back in the record, 17 under, 22 under.  I 
remember palm Springs, he shot 22 under.  I think I shot 16 under and I played my 
heart out, and he was 22 under.  It was all the time, 15, 17, and people are looking at 
this saying, Well, they're playing short golf courses.  I'll tell you what, this golf course is 
really long.  I would like to know what this measures.

MODERATOR:  I think it's almost 7,100.

GARY PLAYER:  7,100.  That's long.  Every week the golf course is over 7,000.  
Everybody wherever I go in the world, people say, Oh, well, you're playing golf courses 
that are short.  In some cases, our courses here are longer than the regular Tour, and 
they play in Connecticut, they're playing six-eight.  The same week we were playing 
seven-two, I don't remember where it was, it was 7,200.  In Connecticut, it was six-eight.  

I don't think that's a good thing.  I don't think that's a good thing.  I think that you should 
never play on the senior Tour ever should play over 7,000 yards because it gives the 
public more birdies, and we've got to not think about ourselves, we've got to think of the 
public seeing eagles and birdies and that's what thrills them.  Of course, they're still 
seeing it, but they'll see more.  



So the senior Tour has been an amazing thing to see.  Guys over 50 coming out and 
playing the way they have.  You had to be in the arena every week to see this.  It was 
amazing and still is amazing, and it's great because what it does, it's a tour with a far 
greater message than the regular Tour because America is the land of more older 
people than younger people.  Other countries are very younger populations than older.  
And America, being an older population than young, it's very encouraging for people to 
come out and see guys over 50 doing what they do.  Gives them a lot of -- and it 
changes the concept.  It's changed the concept to a large degree.  To what degree, I 
don't know, but it's changed it to the degree that you're not getting old when you're 50.  

Hell, I'm 75.  I'd beat 80 percent of American 20-year olds in a fitness contest if you take 
them off the street.  Not a young guy that goes to the gym every day.  You just take 100 
guys off the street at 20, I would whip them.

Q. How will did you know Jack LaLanne and what did you think of him?

GARY PLAYER:  I knew Jack LaLanne well and I loved that guy.  There's a guy -- I 
spoke to his wife the other day and I just said, you know, I said, this man was a great 
contributor.  And I said I hope that the president or somebody really noteworthy wrote 
him a letter, and she said no.  And it's quite sad because here's a man who helped tens 
of millions of people in their lives to change their lives and he was a remarkable man.  I 
mean, they come along once every 50 years like that.  He was fantastic.  He was a 
great dietitian, he was a great exerciser, he had a great sense of humor, he loved 
people.  Extraordinary man.

Q. Did he have any influence on you, though?

GARY PLAYER:  Oh, you know, I started exercising before I met Jack LaLanne because 
my brother went to war when he was 17.  In fact, all my grandsons, when I look at them 
now and they're 17, and I can see my brother standing there in Johannesburg with his 
purple beret on his head.  He said, I'm going to fight alongside the Americans and I 
might not come back.  He was 17.  My mother and father was arguing with him, you 
can't go to war at this age.  I wouldn't even let my grandson go to war, never mind 
arguing if you can.  

And he said, If you promise me you'll exercise for the rest of your life, which I've 
adhered to that.  And yesterday I played and I still went back last night and went to that 
gym.  And it's not easy, it's not easy.  They said, Do you like going to the gym?  I said, 
No, but I like the results.  So have I answered your question?

Q. You talk a lot about playing --

GARY PLAYER:  I want to just say one thing.  You'll find athletes get, for the athletic 
prowess, some award, presidential award or some renowned award.  This guy's done 
more than just one athlete.  This man did it for a long time, he did it for 70 years.  How 
long do athletes last?  Do athletes last a decade?  



I've won golf tournaments in six decades.  Other people have played for a long time.  
Golf is played for a long time.  Does any athlete last a decade?  That would be an 
interesting debate.  Do they ever last a decade?

MODERATOR:  Just golfers maybe.

GARY PLAYER:  Just golfers, maybe some other sport.  Anyway, here's a man who did 
it for 70 years or more.  He should be given a special award, special special.

Q.  You told me once about the first professional tournament you played I 
think in Egypt and you wore the same sweater, because of your poverty, I guess, 
for four days or five days.  Would you mind telling that story again?  I think you 
said that you had a belt that was --

GARY PLAYER:  No belt, it was a black knit tie.  I left home in 1955, George, and I had 
200 pounds, which my father had an overdraft in the bank to give me because he was a 
miner and never made any money in his life.  He made 100 pounds a month, which was 
the most he ever made.  

I left with 200 pounds in my pocket.  I had two pairs of pants, I had a little suitcase this 
big, I had two sport shirts, I had one sweater and a black knit tie.  Remember the old 
black knit tie?  That was my belt.  Funny, when I put this belt on this morning, I said, 
Look at that buckle, and I thought about it.  Strange you should ask that question.  

And I traveled and I go to St. Andrews and I arrive at St. Andrews -- I leave South Africa 
and I take a train.  You know, Ernie Els and Tiger, they arrive in G5s and there's a 
limousine waiting, and I go by train and I go into town and they want 200 pounds a 
night, 100 pounds a night, 50 pounds a night.  I went and slept on the beach and the 
next day I've got a room for 10 and 6.  They said the room was facing the sea.  It was 
facing the WC.  That room was so small the mice were hunchbacked.  As Bob Hope 
said, I put the key in the door and the window broke.  It was so small.

And I get on the first tee and I think, George, I've told you this once, and I'm playing and 
I'm so nervous and it's hot as hell and I've got this sweater on.  Everybody's saying, 
Take your sweater off.  I said, No, I'm feeling great.  But I didn't want them to see this 
knitted tie.  

And they've got this big old starter on the first tee.  He says, Play away, laddie.  The first 
fairway's so wide, Ray Charles couldn't miss it, but I hit this little hook and it was going 
out of bounds and I said, Oh, hell, no.  It hit the out-of-bounds stake and came back on 
the fairway.    

So I went to pick up my tee.  Have you ever seen anybody pick up a tee?  Today they 
get them for nothing.  We paid two cents a tee.  I picked it up.  Anyway, as I'm walking, 
he says, Come here a minute, laddie.  He sayd, What's your name?  I said, It's Gary 
Player, sir.  And he said, And where are you from?  I said, I'm from South Africa.  And he 
says, What's your handicap?  And I said, No, I'm a pro.  He said, You're a pro?  I said 



yes, sir.  He says, You must be a hell of a chipper and putter because you can't hit the 
ball.  

But, you know, isn't that interesting that I then turned out to be the youngest man to ever 
win the Open.  Four years later I go back and there I see him on the first tee and he 
sees me coming and I'm Open champion and he says, It's a bloody miracle.  How the 
hell did you ever win the Open?

So it's a different world.  It's a different world.  Boy, these guys with their jets.  The only 
people that don't know what a depression is is a golfer.  They have no idea.  They play 
for a million-dollar first prize every week.  They have no idea what depressions are.

MODERATOR:  One last question and we'll let Gary go.

GARY PLAYER:  And that speaks volumes for a man like Tim Finchem and for the 
entire PGA staffs.  It speaks volumes of the people that are running golf, doesn't it?  
Actually, it's like a mirage.  When I look at the prize money they play for, it's like a 
mirage.  We all have a great debt to society to be in that position.  Okay.  One last 
question, then we'll go.  

Q. Could you talk about your thoughts on the status of junior golf in the 
United States?  Is it producing enough good players?

GARY PLAYER:  That's a very good question.  You know, if you look today, it's been a 
big surprise to me, you'd know the stats, but if you took the 50 leading players in the 
world today, I think 14 are Americans, 15, 14, 15.

MODERATOR:  Certainly more of a European presence.

GARY PLAYER:  Not European, in the world.  If you look at tennis, you don't have a 
world champion in tennis.  You've got -- if you look at the international sports, America's 
not excelling.  Why?  

We were having this debate the other night.  You've got the best sporting facilities, 
you've got the most money, the best coaches -- well, supposedly the best coaches and 
all the best facilities, and America is not excelling.  Now, why?  Why?  That is a question 
we were all debating about, and I think because the young people are spoiled.  I think 
they have a sense of entitlement.  

I spent a lot of time in China and you watch a young man, and I've got 14 American 
grandchildren and I'm having a battle with this.  They to college, they get a car, they've 
got a cell phone, they've got money, and if there's a problem, they just call home and 
everything's okay.  And a high percentage are smoking at college, a high percentage 
are on drugs, a high percentage are drinking.

Now, you go to China and you run to college or you go by bicycle or you go by train, and 
you don't have a cell phone and you don't have money, and if you don't pass, they put 



you in the damn salt mines or something.  You've got to pass and you've got to work 
hard.

It's like what made this country the greatest country that ever existed on this plant, your 
great grandfathers that came here and were manufacturers and worked and worked up 
until -- toiling up in the night and making this this great country.  A lot of young people 
think because they've got a college degree, they're going to walk in for a great job.  I've 
got news for them, that ain't going to happen.  With this economy, the way the world's 
going now, it's changed and they're going to get a big shock.  And I don't think that 
there's been the work ethic.  With the younger people coming up now, there isn't this 
work ethic.  

You're asking me my opinion and that's what I believe.  I think they just have taken 
advantage of the land of milk and honey.  Does it make sense?  George, does it make 
sense?  I don't know what it is.  I don't know what it is.  They just -- I mean, can you 
believe Korea?  I mean, they just trounce the United States with the ladies in the golf.  
It's not on, it's just not on.  There's got to be a reason because you've got the best 
facilities.  Nobody has the best facilities, so there's got to be a reason.  It's got to be all 
in here.  It's all in here.

MODERATOR:  Gary, thank you very much.  Good luck this week.

GARY PLAYER:  Okay.  Thank you.


