
TeeScripts.com Online Archive 1 

 
2nd ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  JORDAN SPIETH 
Friday, January 24, 2014 
 
 
DOUG MILNE:  We'd like to welcome Jordan Spieth after a very successful bogey 

free 9-under 63 in Round 2 of the Farmers Insurance Open.  Jordan, thanks for 
joining us for a few minutes.  Just a couple minutes ago Tiger was outside and he had 

a lot of really good things to say about you and was very impressed, and with that I'll 

just turn it over to you for some opening comments on the round and we'll take a few 
questions. 

 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, today was obviously a round that I enjoyed very much.  

You know, tee to green I actually hit the ball a little better yesterday than I did today, I 
just putted extremely well today.  Found something that I needed to work on and I got 

a little more stable in my address and I felt comfortable over my putter the whole day, 

so just off the get-go made a good putt slider from 15 feet or whatever on 10 and I 
was off from there.   

 
This course in these conditions you can score and you don't really have to hit the 

fairways as much as you do on the South.  So I only hit one fairway on my back nine, 

the front nine, and got some really nice breaks in the rough, including a plugged lie 
where I got to drop it and got a better lie.  All in all, caught a few breaks but took 

advantage of them with the putter, and very excited to be in a good position to win 
this golf tournament. 

 

Q.  Just from a big picture standpoint, probably a coincidence, but can you just 
talk about (inaudible)? 

 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, you know, even though last year, last year I shot even on 

the North course in the first round and that sets you pretty far back trying to make that 
up to shoot the -- the cut was 1-under I think it was last year, shot 1-over in the wind 

and rain on the South course.  So I really played well last year, just was really 

nervous to start and didn't get anything going on the easier course.   
 

So I knew the South course was a good setup for me and I think both courses are a 
good setup for my game if I'm putting well.  Tee to green they're long, you've got to hit 

it straight, work it both ways with the driver, which I believe is one of my strengths.  

So to answer your question, I missed the cut but still felt like it was a good place for 
me coming back.  It's not like I had negative vibes here.  I've been feeling great since 

I got here and the course is in phenomenal shape, both of them, and I'm striking the 
ball really well. 

 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
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JORDAN SPIETH:  I played with Peter Tomasulo and Richard Lee.  I can't tell you a 

lot of the rounds I had last year, but I could tell you almost every shot from the first 
couple rounds here last year. 

 
Q.  What does it say about you that you can play with Tiger on a course where 
he's had so much success.  A lot of people, it's a daunting prospect to go and 
do that with him, and you can play as well as you did, what's that say about 
you, your game, where you're at? 

 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, I mean, I wasn't intimidated by any means.  I grew up 

watching him obviously just like I did with a lot of these veterans out here, so I've 
idolized him, watched him win majors and whatnot.  It's exciting to finally be paired 

with him.  We played a practice round at the Presidents Cup and spent a good 

amount of time, so it wasn't like the first time I ever met him.   
 

Yeah, I don't know, I can't speak for Saturday or Sunday when he's in contention, but 
very easy to play with.  We were talking a lot of each round.  Same with Jimmy, you 

know.  Just a fun couple guys to play with.  When you can see some of the shots that 

he pulls off, it's cool to play with him.  Even though he didn't make a lot of putts today, 
didn't really make many putts today, you still kind of feed off when you're playing with 

a couple of the best players in the world. 
 

Q.  (No microphone.) 
 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yesterday to start I was just anxious, I was a little amped, but I 

think that's just how I am after a week off, just ready to be back.  But I mean, the 
crowds are -- they aren't really anything new.  There's a lot of Go Tiger and not a lot 

of Go Jimmy or Jordan to start, but all in all today I wasn't nervous at all from the 
get-go, just felt really comfortable, even as the round went on, more putts went in.  I 

didn't look at any of the boards, I think that really helped out and I was able to keep 

that confidence in my putter. 
 

Q.  Kind of a follow-up to Doug's question, how different is your mindset or 
approach this week after a year ago?  Secondly, does it seem like a long time 
ago?  
 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, yeah, it seems like three or four years ago, it really does 

with all of last year, what it encompassed.  Yeah, it seems like a long time ago I was 
playing the Thursday qualifier to get into Monday here and then the Monday qualifier 

and eventually into the tournament.  Yeah, my feelings were, I've said it, they're just 
like as they are at any tournament.  The majors you get a little more amped up.  I 

need to work on my emotions there, but at a TOUR event I feel very comfortable now 

no matter what the position.  As tomorrow and Sunday go on, you know, hopefully I'm 
in a position where I do feel the nerves and the adrenaline, and if I can control them 

like the first few holes yesterday, I'll be in good shape. 
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Q.  You say you remember every shot from the last, you know, from those two 
rounds.  Why is that? 

 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, I just -- especially the first round, I don't know about the 

South course, but the first round just because it was my first pro round and I knew it 

and maybe that was what held me back that day versus playing it like a normal round 
you do at home.  I don't know, I don't know why.  I played eight tournaments before 

as an amateur, but when you say that you're a pro and you don't have the A next to 
your name, it's a different feeling teeing off for the first time.  I just remember trying to 

fight hard, my emotions were up and down.  Michael, my caddie, will tell you it was 
the hardest week to caddie for me all year.   

 

This week I haven't shown much emotion, if any, so far and that's how I need to stay, 
very patient and keep everything in check.  The South course is going to -- I'm going 

to make bogeys on the South course and I'm going to make birdies on the South 
course.  I'm going to need to stay level-headed because it is so difficult, which is rare 

to find on the PGA TOUR now, a course where 2-under, 3-under's a good score. 

 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, the 1st hole was No. 10 today, I hit a 3-wood, hit a hard 

3-wood and had pitching wedge in and pulled it a little bit, ended up 15 feet left of the 
hole, 18 feet, whatever it was, left-to-right swinger and I started it about two feet out, it 

went right in the middle, it was good speed.  I could tell at that point that the greens 

were definitely a slower pace than the South, we could be more aggressive putting 
the ball, and I knew that what I worked on in my putting from 18 yesterday to 10 today 

had worked.  I felt really comfortable over that putt, struck it well and so I knew I was 
confident on the greens.   

 

Then 13, the par 5, I hit the fairway, which is the number one key there, and I hit a 
hybrid on the back left of the green, pin was back right inside about 40 feet just down 

the hill, pretty straight putt, hit a good speed putt two and a half feet by and then 
made that. 

 
And then the, what was it, I didn't birdie 14.  I don't know.  No, there was a different 

one in there.  Yeah, 14 was a par 5.  13, sorry, backtrack.  13, I hit a drive, high draw 

up the middle.  I had 170, hit an 8 iron up in the air, went just pin high right, just past 
pin high, probably had eight feet and made that, a little right to left.   

 
And the next hole was a par 5, hit it on the green so I was 3-under at the time.  Then I 

had two wedge opportunities in a row and just didn't hit good shots, good putts and it 

didn't go in.   
 

17, I 2-putted from 60 feet and I made my second putt from about 15 feet, so left it 
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short there.   

 
And then 18, another par 5, the only stretch is hitting the fairway from there, I had 

4 iron into the green, just hit it left of the pin where it needed to be 20 feet, and then 
just lagged it.  It broke a lot down the hill to a tap-in range.  So I made the turn at 

4-under.   

 
Then my next birdie was 2 playing downwind today with an easy pin so I took driver 

out and I hit it just left of the green in the rough, had a pitch across the green, judged 
it nicely, it got a good bounce for me and it rolled up there about three and a half feet, 

made that one. 
 

And then another birdie was at 4, 3-wood in the left first cut, and then I had a really 

good number for a pitching wedge and I launched it in the air and it hit just short and 
bounced up just two feet short of the hole just right on line.  It was just a straight-in 

two-footer.   
 

And then the very next hole I hit driver in the right rough, so back pin, caught an okay 

lie.  135, so I took a 9 iron to just try and stab and cut it, hit an easy shot even though 
it was a lot of club and it just came out the right distance, it landed at the top of the 

ridge and then funneled to another three and a half, four feet, three and a half 
probably.  So that was another birdie. 

 
Then we went to 6.  6 actually played pretty hard today downhill, hit a 6 iron I want to 

say 20, 25 feet, sidehill left to right.  I hit it a little too hard and it just broke the right 

way and hit the middle of the hole. 
 

And then my last birdie of the day was on 8.  I drove it in the right rough, it plugged in 
its own lie, I got a drop, got to clean the ball off.  Rough wasn't too bad, hit a high fade 

9 iron around the tree to about 12 feet-ish.  Hit that one too hard again but I was really 

confident and I was feeling good with the putter and pretty straight putt and went back 
in the hole. 

 
Q.  Jordan, you possibly could win your second tournament and you just 
played with a guy who's won 79 times.  As he's closing in on Sam Snead, that's 
maybe not getting the attention of the Jack record, but from where you look at 
it, how big a mountain has he built and how impressive is that? 

 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, I mean, it's a joke to be honest.  79 times, that's something 

I'm obviously striving for is to break whatever Tiger's record's going to end up being.  
But yeah, I mean, after winning once I've got four 2nds, it's not easy to win, not easy 

to close out even if you do play well enough to get to the top of the leaderboard in the 

final round.  Yeah, it's very difficult to win a golf tournament on the PGA TOUR no 
matter whether it's major or whatever it is.  So when you think about it and you're in 

the position and even if I fall short a couple times or you win one, just for how many 
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times I've been close to the top of the leaderboard and only won once, 79 times is a 

lot of times to close out the golf tournament.  So he's the best closer in the game right 
now and that's -- whatever he's going to end up doing will be goals of mine to try and 

break some day. 
 

Q.  If he were to finish, let's make up some numbers here, let's say he finishes 
(inaudible), which one would be more impressive to you? 
 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Probably the majors.  That's what our sport's about is trying to 
win on golf's biggest stage against the best field.  Major championships, you want to 

win the majors.  He's won, how many PLAYERS has he won?  A couple PLAYERS?  
That's pretty much a major in itself.  I think that stands out only having four a year to 

win, five a year to win and he's already got 15 if you count those, right?  16 if you 

count those.  So yeah, I mean, they're both ridiculous, but that one stands out. 
 

Q.  Jordan, when Tiger was a kid he's looking at Jack and looking at all the 
records and he's got his sights on them even though they're outrageous.  When 
you're 12, 13 years old, are you looking at what Tiger's doing and saying, I think 
I can do that some day? 
 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, definitely, it's the same position.  Even kids that are 12 or 
13 now are still looking at him and saying that.  He's just been so dominant for so 

many years.  Yeah, that's what I -- those are the kind of records.  He's still in the 
process of breaking them, so they still stand from Jack and Snead, but those are what 

we strive for.  I would love to be the best player in the world some day, that's a goal of 

mine, and to do that you're going to have to beat the best players in the world.  Tiger 
obviously right now is No. 1 in the world.  So yeah, those records are what I'm striving 

for in the long run, but I don't think about that every day.  I'm here for tomorrow and 
Sunday and try to put a really good solid round together tomorrow, and if you can 

focus on each tournament round, the rest will take care of itself some day. 

 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, chipped in at 16 at Augusta.  That was really special.  

People don't realize -- they look at the shot, they don't realize he was up against the 
thick collar of the rough and still got that much spin on the ball.  Yeah, that shot was 

pretty cool.  

 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  I don't know.  We were just talking about a bunch of stuff, 

probably can't say some of it, but we were just talking.  He was telling me about 

playing when he was in the -- times he's been in fighter jets and he's gone on a 
couple of those before so it was pretty cool to here.  We were just talking about 

anything. 
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Q.  Jordan, do you think you proved something to yourself these two days? 
 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Anytime you can shoot a lower score than a 66 or 65 and you 
can really get it deep and be in a zone and not worry about what your score is, I've 

only had that maybe two other times on the PGA TOUR thus far, really low rounds, 

that's special.  That's proving that I can play my best golf when it matters on a PGA 
TOUR venue.  Each time you can do that you get more and more confident that you 

can do it more often, but that's all I would say. 
 

Q.  (No microphone.)  
 

JORDAN SPIETH:  No, they were both rounds that I needed to move up the 

leaderboard.  Neither -- they weren't on -- they weren't in the last couple groups on 
Sunday, so they weren't to win, they were to get myself up and in a position.  But as 

far as playing with both the guys, I mean, when you're playing with them, you wouldn't 
know that you're not playing with anybody else. 

 

Q.  One of the things Tiger said today was that when you're younger you don't 
think about the breaks, where the ocean is, just hit the putt and it goes in.  Do 
you putt with that -- in other words, you don't have the scars of missing and 
having to deal with the ones coming back.  Do you feel that that's how you play 
like with confidence that -- 
 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Definitely.  I need to putt like I did today more often and have the 

confidence that if I run it three feet by I'm going to make it.  To what you're saying, 
yeah, there might be an advantage to not being confused to certain locations that I've 

seen for years and years and you draw back on if you missed a putt here or there, I 
don't have that, so maybe that's an advantage.  But on the South course you've got to 

be careful.  I didn't putt well, I was too tentative, especially on the shorter putts today.  

I jammed them in and that's what you've got to do even though they're going to be a 
little bumpy just like poa annua always is, you've just got to trust it.  It's just going to 

be about trust and putt like I did today. 
 

Q.  (No microphone.)  
 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, yeah, I definitely have a tendency to, if anything, whenever 

I change my game plan it's never to fire at more pins, it's always to calm down and 
shoot away from it a little bit.  And on the South course, with how firm the greens are, 

you can't do that.  Yesterday, if I could play the round tee to green like I did 
yesterday, I'll be very happy.  I fired at -- I worked the ball into pins where I could and 

certain pins where you couldn't I stayed away and put it in a safe spot.  I had two 

three-putts yesterday.  Other than that, I only had one bogey on that golf course.  So 
tee to green I would like to do the same thing. 
 


