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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  MARK O’MEARA 
Saturday, November 2, 2013 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Mark, appreciate you coming in, 67 today, 4-under, 10-under for the 
tournament.   
 
MARK O'MEARA:  My neck's okay, too.  
 
DAVE SENKO:  Looks like other than a hiccup at 17, pretty good day today. 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  Yeah, Dave, thanks.  I was pleased with the way I played.  I 
drove the ball pretty well today.  I had some good opportunities early in the round 
where I hit good putts and they didn't go in right over the edge several times, and got 
it up and down out of the bunker on 8.  Then on the green on 9 in two, made birdie.  
And then the bird on 10 to get me 3-under for the day.  I hit some okay shots on the 
back until I missed it just on the right edge of the green on 17 and pitched it short 
about four and a half feet, five feet and didn't hit a very good putt but I came back and 
hit a good drive on 18 and an 8-iron to about 12 feet or 10 feet and made that for 
birdie.  So 10-under's a decent score.  I understand Fred's 15 or whatever he is, but 
I've got my work cut out for me to play well tomorrow and see what happens. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Do you remember the birdie on No. 4? 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  Yeah, the par 5, I hit a pretty good drive in the fairway, 3-wood for 
my second shot, and then I hit a 53-degree sand wedge to about eight feet, seven 
feet just right of the hole pin high, made that for birdie.  The birdie on 9 was a driver, 
3-iron on the green and two-putted from about 70 feet, 75 feet.  And the birdie on 10 
was a drive and a 3-wood just short of the green in the left rough, pitched it to about 
three feet, birdie.  Then the birdie on 16 was a 3-wood and a pitching wedge to about 
12, 14 feet, made that for birdie.  Then, like I said, the only bogey was 17 where I hit a 
7-iron just right up the right edge of the green, didn't have that hard of a shot really 
but chipped it just short with an 8-iron trying to play a bump and run and had about a 
four-and-a-half footer and didn't hit a very good putt, kind of pulled it, made bogey.  
And then 18 driver, 8-iron.  
 
DAVE SENKO:  Did you miss any other holes out there, miss any good 
opportunities?  
 
MARK O'MEARA:  Let's see 3rd hole I had a chance, the 5th hole I had a chance.  
Let's see.  7, I ran it over the edge.  So it was like three, maybe four times where I 
had a couple of chances, didn't make them.  
 
Q.  I know you didn't play with Fred today but yesterday you did and he's 
crushing the ball. 
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MARK O'MEARA:  Right.  With the bad neck, right? 
 
Q.  Yeah, apparently.  
 
MARK O'MEARA:  Right. 
 
Q.  Trying to get a gauge, when you're playing with him -- 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  We go way back.  I played with him in the final round of the 
Masters in '98 when I won and beat Fred.  Look, Fred will be tough tomorrow.  The 
only thing I would ever ask is like I understand Fred's a fan favorite, I understand that, 
I have no problem with that because he's a hell of a player, but after he putts out, 
when it's my turn to finish, it would be nice if people would stand still so I can put.  I'm 
not really super particular when people are moving around, but for some reason it 
does get a little bit distracting while you're trying putt and you're looking at the hole 
and people are walking on either side because your eye always tends to move to 
something that's moving, so it does get a little bit distracting.  I'm a southern California 
guy, I used to be kind of a Californian.   
 
So you'll be able to see Fred, don't worry.  You'll be able to take a picture of Fred, it's 
all okay.  When it's my turn to putt just stand still, that's all.  Or I'll have to ask Fred to 
ask them to stand still.  If it was me, I'd ask them to stand still if I was playing with 
somebody that, you know, I felt like, hey you know.  You understand what I'm saying, 
and if you don't, just come out there and watch and you'll see what I'm talking about. 
 
Q.  (Inaudible)  
 
MARK O'MEARA:  You might have been, I don't know.  You could have been if you 
were the guy in the red shirt.  Like on 10 yesterday when I was playing with Fred, he's 
playing well and I'm 1-over, whatever.  I've got about a 14-footer for birdie and I'm 
over the putt and there's a guy in this red shirt and he's just got to walk all the way 
around the green -- it's my fault, I should back away, but I'm like no, no because I 
don't like to back away, I just don't like to do that.  I'm thinking he'll stop.  No, he 
keeps on walking, walking, couldn't wait to get his iPhone so he can get a picture of 
Fred on the 11th tee.  I wanted to say, Don't worry, Fred'll be around, you'll be able to 
take a picture.  In fact, I'll bring him over here for a picture if you want.  Just don't 
move while I'm trying to putt, that's all I'm asking, you know.  I think that just show 
respects to all the players.  I get the fact he's a huge fan favorite, I'm okay with that 
even though I've actually won more tournaments than Fred has and he's in the Hall of 
Fame and I'm not, so I might have a little bit of an issue there, and I've won more 
majors, but hey, it is what it is. 
 
Q.  Don't bother you at all? 
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MARK O'MEARA:  Well, I mean, if you go by record, I don't know.  He's won two 
PLAYERS Championships.  Would you give an Open Championship, a British Open 
Championship, one of those, or would you have two PLAYERS Championships?  
There you go. 
 
Q.  (Inaudible).  
 
MARK O'MEARA:  If he doesn't know that, I don't know.  Although he's been the 
captain of the Presidents Cup three times and he's won all three.  I was the captain of 
the Isleworth team when we used to play Lake Nona and we did okay for a while 
there but I had Tiger on my team so it's never too bad.  Fred and I go way back, I 
have no problems with Freddy at all, he's been great for the game.   
 
Q.  On that topic, as well as you're playing, when he's in a rhythm like he is now 
--  
 
MARK O'MEARA:  He'll be hard to beat, no question, with his power and his length.  
You know, he's driven the ball well with that new driver and he's putting well.  You put 
that combination together with his power and straightness and strength, some of 
these guys like I've told all of you before, I've told Billy, I've told some of you, when 
you've played for 33 years as a professional golfer and I've watched the way these 
guys play now, Langer, Freddy, Kenny Perry, you name it, even myself at times, I 
mean, the guys still play as well now as they ever did even in the prime of there 
career.  That's just my opinion.  Whether it's right or wrong, that's just what I see.  It's 
unreal.  The guys play awesome.  It's not to say that they couldn't go out on the 
regular TOUR and still compete.  Yeah, the young players are powerful and much 
stronger, and everybody gets better over a period of time so younger players are 
better than they were 15, 20 years ago.  So this Tour is doing well, we've got a lot of 
world class players that play on this Tour and certainly Freddy's one of them. 
 
Q.  You just said you were a long-time friend of Freddy's.  How restless do you 
think he is to win? 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  I think he has a deep desire down inside that doesn't show all the 
time, like I pointed out the other day, to compete and try to win.  Even though he 
looks super relaxed like I don't give a you-know-what, I don't buy that for a moment.  
He cares, you know.  He may put on that persona that he doesn't care, but he 
wouldn't play the way he does if he didn't care and if he didn't get nervous.  He'll be 
trying hard tomorrow and a lot of the other guys will be, too.  And it would have 
helped if he wouldn't have obviously played quite as well today, but I see he's 3- or 
4-under today.  So when you have a 5-shot lead and you're the kind of caliber player 
that he is, I don't think there's a lot of back-up in Fred Couples, in my opinion.  So 
someone like myself or Peter Senior or Tom Lehman is going to have to play 
extremely well tomorrow to give him a run. 
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Q.  Mark, one of the things neat about this Tour is it's kind of full circle, you go 
way, way back with Fred.  Did you say you actually roomed with him during 
your Q School? 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  Yeah, the first stage of Qualifying School in the fall of 1980 was 
at Crystalaire outside of Palmdale outside of LA, and my recollection was that Fred, 
you could ask him when he comes in maybe I'm wrong, but there was a guy named 
Dave Schultz that was a high school buddy of mine and he had a little bit of money.  I 
didn't have any money and Fred probably had less money than I had.  I was rooming 
with Dave and Fred was kind of out there in his car, so he moved in with us the last 
two or three nights of Q School and we both got through that first stage.  Then we 
went to Ft. Washington in Fresno, California, for the final stage and I actually was 
paired with Fred the final round in that Q School in 1980.   
 
I just remember him on the 18th tee.  We had to wait and it was a like a short par 4 
there at Ft. Washington, it was like a 1-iron, a 9-iron for Fred, wedge, something like 
that.  Freddy, I'll never forget, he's one the tee and his arms are kind of going like 
Fred does.  He's like, you know, I don't know what the big deal is with this Q School.  
He says, It's not like I'm on the 18 tee at Point O'Woods back at the Western Amateur 
trying to make par to make it.  Are you kidding me?  I'm just listening to Fred, Fred 
being Fred, and he hits it down the fairway.  Anyways, he had a wedge or something 
and I recall him hitting it thin over the green, bladed it.  Now I'm thinking you'd better 
get it up and down because it's borderline.  He pitched it down there and made 
bogey.  Looked like he was going to miss, but he was the last -- one of the last guys 
to get through Q School that year.   
 
Then the rest is kind of history.  We both have had fairly parallel careers.  I was 
fortunate to get Rookie of the Year because they voted on it before the final one or 
two tournaments.  I think Fred beat me on the money list my first year.  I won 
$76,000, finished 56th, and I think Fred beat me by four or five thousand dollars or 
something like that.  But I got Rookie of the Year, so I guess that's the advantage.  I 
got Rookie of the Year, yet he got Hall of Fame.  But, you know, he's been good for 
the game.  I know he is probably disappointed he hasn't won yet this year.  I'm 
surprised, too, because as powerful and as good a putter as he's been, but I'm also 
surprised I haven't won more, too.  It's all relative.    
 


