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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  BLAINE McALLISTER   
Friday, June 21, 2013 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Blaine, 4-under 68, looks like only bogey was at No. 

9. 
 

BLAINE McALLISTER:  My last hole, I drove it in the right rough and unfortunately 

over there it's not the best place to be obviously, but it I a bit of a jumper and it kind of 
caught one of the trees there as it went through the tree and it landed in that cross 

bunker that's about 50 yards short of the green.  Fortunately I hit a good shot out of 
that bunker just to give myself a putt.  Anytime you're having to hit 50 yard bunker 

shots is not one you're going to be around too long.  So I was fortunate to get it on the 

green and made a two-putt there.   
 

There's a lot running through your mind.  You're trying to beat the weather, you know 
it's coming.  But I stayed patient today, I was very pleased with that and it was a good 

round of golf.  I played a solid round of golf.  Other than that, I mean, I made a couple 
of nice par saves, one on 17 I got it up and down from the right of that green and 

that's one of the hardest par 3s you'll ever play in golf.  And then I made a good par 

save on 16, the par 5, I got a gust of wind there, made about a five-footer there.  So a 
good solid round of golf.  I put myself in position to have some birdie chances, put it 

close a few times other than I missed a short birdie on No. 11, which was my second 
hole.  I had about a six-footer there for birdie I missed.  I followed that up, hit a 6-iron 

five feet on 12 and made that for birdie.  A couple nice holes.   

 
Then I birdied 14, I hit a good drive and had a sand wedge from about 79 yards and 

hit it 8 feet and made that for birdie.  And then parred around until I got to 18 and hit a 
5-iron in there about 20, 22 feet right of the hole and made a nice breaking putt there 

that fell in the center of the hole.   
 

You make the turn and you're pleased because you're going to the back nine.  The 

front nine, which is I would say the greens are a little bit different than the back nine.  
The back nine's got a lot of slope and I think what it usually is, that's the members' 

front nine if I recall.  There's a lot of slope on that side.  Then the other side has got 
some smaller greens but not as much break to them.   

 

Got off to a good start on the last nine there, just missed a great birdie opportunity on 
1 and then I hit a sand wedge a foot on 2 and made that for birdie.  Then the par 5, 3, 

I hit a 3-wood for second shot and about 20 yards short of the green and chipped it to 
a foot and a half.  There's my two birdies to start the back nine.  So had good 

opportunities the next few holes and hit some good putts, I thought I made them.   
 

You know, you walk off here, I'm proud of 68.  I mean, I'm very happy with it.  If you 

look at my Senior Tour career, it's not very flashy, I can promise you that, by no 
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means, but it doesn't mean I'm not out there trying and giving it my best, but I'm 

happy to get a good start, that's for sure.  
 

Q.  With that being said, how much would it mean to you if you could get a win 
up here in Illinois?  It's been a lot of years since the Quad City.  
 

BLAINE McALLISTER:  Well, I told somebody the other day when I came here, the 
one thing I can tell you about the city of Chicago, you can't swing a dead cat without 

hitting a great golf course.  Everywhere you look here, everywhere you turn there's an 
unbelievable golf course.  You know, to come back here and play old style golf, I 

mean, you think about the golf courses here and how much -- how wonderful they 
are, it puts you in a good frame of mind.   

 

Chicago's got some of the greatest golf fans I've ever seen.  They proved that last 
year during the Ryder Cup, they proved it during the U.S. Open during the years, 

when we played the Western at Butler and Cog Hill.  It's just a great place to come.   
 

I'm just giving myself an opportunity and that's what it's all about.  The thing about the 

Champions Tour is you've got to get off to a quick start because it's a horse race.  
You can't look forward to shooting 75 the first day because these guys know how to 

do it, it's not like they forgot.  I mean, these guys know what they're doing so there's a 
reason they're still playing and there's a reason they're still that good.  It's not like they 

forgot what they're doing.  I'd like some of them to forget, that would be exciting, I 
would be looking forward to it. 

 

Q.  We speak a lot about the old style golf course and we saw that last week 
with Merion.  A lot of these, would you think that maybe some of these courses 
will make a comeback to counter that trend where they're building these big 
stadium -- 
 

BLAINE McALLISTER:  Well, I've always said that you don't need to have powerful, 
large golf courses to prove who the best players are.  The reason I say that, because 

a perfect example is last week.  They didn't have to have the powerful golf course to 
prove who the best was that week, and what was it, 1-over par won.  You just grow a 

little rough, you narrow the fairways a little bit.  Obviously they lengthened the golf 
course about 500, 600 yards.  To me, when it comes down to playing golf, you've still 

got to get it in the hole.  The guys have to make the putts and that's the end of it.  At 

the end of the week he made the most putts, I'm sure.  If you added it up, he probably 
putted the best of everybody who played there.  That's usually what happens out here 

on this Tour, the guy making the most putts is going to be at the top of the 
leaderboard.  Like I said, these guys that are out here on the Champions Tour, they 

don't forget.  They know what got them here and they know how to stay there.  For 

me, it's just a matter of getting my confidence rolling and making a few putts.  That's 
what I'm trying to do.  
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Q.  Do you come into this week, Blaine, thinking of a particular number, and if 
so, has that number changed with the weather coming?  
 

BLAINE McALLISTER:  I don't think there was a particular number.  I've asked a lot 
of the members, the president of the club, I said you've hosted a lot of Open qualifiers 

here.  He said yeah.  I said what kind of score?  He said even par was a great score.  

Well, I can see that because if the greens get really firm and the golf course stays 
fast -- it's fixing to lose it obviously with the weather that's coming in -- it can get very 

treacherous out there.  The ball will release on you, run through the fairway into the 
rough and that's why I said it's challenging to pick your lines off the tee with some of 

the these old style courses because you're used to just bombing it and not worrying 
about it running through the fairways.   

 

You saw that last week at the U.S. Open, guys were having to hit particular fairways 
to try to keep it in the fairway or having to change clubs off the tee, which they're not 

accustomed to, and I think that's what -- when you've got to use all your clubs, you're 
given 14 of them, let's use them.  And that's what I think is going to be great about 

coming to this kind of golf course.  You use every club in your bag. 

 
Q.  (Inaudible.)  
 
BLAINE McALLISTER:  Exactly.  I mean, when's the last time you saw any of -- 

when you see a fairway that doglegs right and you're going, stay in the fairway, stay 
in the fairway," because you know if you don't, you're going to have a hard angle 

going at the flag.  It's really something fun to get on a golf course that's like that and I 

think that's what makes it great coming back to Chicago and playing such a fine 
facility as North Shore here. 

 
Q.  Blaine, the other day when Bernhard was in here he said it's nice to go back 
to some of the classic courses but some of those greens were designed to be 
putted at like 7, 8, 9 on the stimpmeter.  When you try to move them up to 12 or 
13 for today's tournaments, they just don't work.  Have you found that to be 
your experience when you try to play a tournament at an older golf course, that 
sometimes the greens can't keep up with the modern speeds expected? 

 
BLAINE McALLISTER:  That's exactly the truth.  You get that much severity in some 

of these locations and you put a speed of 11 or 12 on it, there's no way to justify to 

get the ball to stay where it needed to stay.  I think they had that borderline last week 
at Merion, you know, but they also had forecast of a lot of water, a lot of rain so they 

had to get themselves in a position.   
 

Here it's a perfect example.  We're not going to get the greens much faster than 10 

here and the reason being is because they can't afford to with the amount of slope 
that's on these surfaces.  If you do, you lose a lot of your pin placements, your 

possibilities of being able to put a pin in a corner on one of these greens.  Otherwise, 
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they're going to end up having to put all the pins basically centrally located in the 

center of the green because the speed is too fast.  You've got to be careful with the 
old style golf courses not to get -- I mean, I can remember playing Medinah, the 

second hole, the par 3 there, they always had to mow it differently because of the 
severity of it.  You get on there thinking, well, heck it's just as fast as the other greens 

even though they haven't even mowed it and it's just because of the severity of the 

slope.  You have to be careful.  That's what the superintendents and that's what the 
rules officials are good at.  They get a lot of good advice from the players, I can tell 

you that, because I'm sure there's a few of them that will yell at them.   
 

But it's just fun to come back and actually see where you've got to work the golf ball 
and play golf.  I love that.  Playing with Nick Price being the perfect guy for play with 

because he's the same type of guy, he loves to play the old style golf courses, has a 

great history here in Chicago.  I mean, it was great to have him back. 
 

Q.  Sometimes we hear on the other Tour the guys aren't always real big fans of 
when they've got to play with amateurs during the tournament part.  Is it 
different out on this Tour?  How do you feel about having to play with the 
amateurs during the first two rounds of this event? 
 

BLAINE McALLISTER:  I think the Champions Tour is the greatest thing that's ever 
happened to amateurs.  The reason I say that, we get three pro-ams a week.  You get 

to meet the classiest guys in the sport, in my opinion, the Champions Tour players.  
We go to the parties, we attend the functions, we shake hands with everybody that 

we meet there at those.  We sit and visit with them.  Best bang for your buck of any 

sporting event in the world in my opinion.  When you've got Hale Irwin, Nick Price, 
Jay Haas, Fred Couples, you can go down the list of Hall of Famers and sit there and 

enjoy themselves and smile a lot.  I keep telling people, at 55, 54 years old you still 
get to play the game of golf for life.  That's hard to do.  That's something to dream, 

and for an amateur, you know what, he's in our office for the day, let him enjoy it.  

Last thing I'd want to do is go to his office because I'd get tired.  What do you mean 
you're not going to buy that?  If they don't buy it, I'm going to yell, I'm sorry.  I think it's 

great.  I think Pebble Beach has proven its success over the years.  The First Tee 
program, we have a great event out there with the kids.  I think that's an unbelievable 

event.  I just think it's great for golf and I wish -- that's why I think the Champions Tour 
is so special. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  All right, guys.  Thanks, Blaine.   


